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&: The way looks dark! It winds through vast Tomorrows My feet become ensnared within a tangle 
f That wait, like forest trees, ahead of me; Of pricking doubts, of fears, and clinging care; 
While over all, the shadow of a mountain But, as I grope, a voice within keeps whisp’ring, 
Darkens the path—so that I cannot see..... “Fear not, reach out your hand, for HE IS THERE!” 


—Grace Harner Poffenberger 
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THE PINES OF LEBANON "25 
Where in olden days the famous Cedars of Lebanon flourished, to be cut down by King Hiram’s axmen, these “umbrella” pines ie) , 
now grace the Lebanon Mountain foothills to frame this delectable vista of peasant homes set in their terraced gardens of mulberry Gj | 
trees. The view is to be had from one of the highways leading up into the higher peaks west of Mount Hermon. The area re: | 
glimpsed here lies at an elevation of some 3,500 feet, is watered by living streams, and is the favorite summer haunt of Syrians +4 | 
from the warm and sultry lowlands. G ) 
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COMPARATIVE RELIGION AND 
DENOMINALIZATIONALISM 


No man could be better equipped to 
interpret The Church: Catholic and Pro- 
testant (Scribners), than Prof. Williams 
Adams Brown. To his background as theo- 
logian and Chureh historian, he has added 
the practical knowledge and the sense of 
realism gained during the past 20 years 
since he served as the secretary of the 
Federal Council’s General War Time Com- 
mission of the Churches. He has been an 
influential personal factor, dealing with 
practical problems of faith, works and ad- 
ministration, in ecumenical cireles, inelud- 
ing the Federal Council, the Universal 
Christian Council for Life and Work and 
the World Conference on Faith and Order. 
His personal contacts with Christian lead- 
ers have been world-wide. 

Professor Brown has a_ profound con- 
eeption of the Chureh. He has a clear 
understanding of both the Catholic and 
the Protestant meanings of the word and 
of their implications, as “two different 
ways of apprehending a divine reality 
which in its completeness transcends man’s 
ability to grasp”. The mutual conscious- 
ness of this definition would go far to- 
wards advancing Chureh Unity. 

When Dr. Brown starts out, one gets 
the impression that he will end with or- 
ganie union as an immediate or early pos- 
sibility. If one should read his earlier 
chapters and then the closing one he 
would pass from satisfaction to disappoint- 
ment. It is a book of just such contrasts 
throughout. When he presents the funda- 
mentals held in common among Christian 
Churches we see unity as almost obvious, 
but when he passes to the differences we 
feel as though there were little hope. 

As a study of comparative religion and 
denominalizationalism this volume is a 
masterpiece. No such treatise has, so 
far as I know, ever appeared. And while 
the author’s distinctions are finely drawn, 
he is clear in definition. For example, in 
analyzing the three ideas of unity—that 
of the Roman Church is legal unity, of the 
Greek Chureh mystical unity, of the Pro- 
testant Chureh practical unity, now tak- 
ing federal form. 

The preface gives us, in impressive 
sentences, the magnitude of the subject, 
not only for the Chureh but for the world 
and for “the future of civilization”. To 
meet the mission of the Chureh “we must 
transcend our differences through a uni- 
fying purpose”, “for the issue is not real- 
ly between Protestantism and Catholic- 
ism, but between Christianity and irre- 


A TIMELY WORD TO PARENTS 


Rev. J. L. Barnhart, D.D., in 
“Reformed Church Visitor” 


In telling about the greatest influence 
on his life and on the lives of other reli- 
gious leaders, a prominent clergyman gives 
the following testimony which is here ab- 
breviated: Recently I returned to the old 
home Church and sat in the pew where 
as a child I had always sat with my 
parents and the other children of the fam- 
ily. Among the earliest recollections of 
my childhood is that of waking up there 
in the arms of my mother and wondering 
what it was all about. 

Musing upon it all that day upon my 
return, I asked myself how it was that I 
became a minister. Whence came the vi- 
sion and impulse? What had turned my 
mind and heart to spiritual things, and 
where had it happened? 


ligion”. “We need a Church which can 
transcend the boundaries of race, of class 
and of religion”. 

In “the unity which all Christians recog- 
nize ” we have “an ideal and a fact, an 
aspiration and an experience”. The things 
in common are the name Christian faith, 
loyalty, experience, fellowship and also 
the sense of common limitations. Here 
it is that the reader is almost led to feel 
that we actually have the possession we 
seek. But when we come to the differ- 
ences, we have a sense of disillusionment. 
Then again, when Dr. Brown describes 
Catholie and Protestant ideals we are torn 
between hope and doubt. Most illumint- 
ing and hopeful is the section on “What 
Protestants can learn from Catholics” and 
“What Catholics may learn from Protest- 
ants”, which they both should consider 
in the light of “what the world has a 
right to expect” of them. 

This is the kind of a book that defies 
reviewing. Nearly every word in it has 
weight. At the close, Dr. Brown, after 
taking us through the contrasting paths of 
idealism and realism, ends with the latter. 
He faces the issue squarely. I venture to 
say that his former mood has changed 
since the experience of the Lausanne Con- 
ference, where he appeared to think, at 
the start, with others, that the Protestant 
and Eastern Churches might begin with 
unity on the Nicene ereed. But the Ortho- 
dox Churchmen knew perfectly well that 
the symbol did not mean to them what it 
did to Prof. Brown. 

For the immediate approach to unity 
he now brings us back, in substance, to 
the ideal of federal unity in the minds 
of men of 1905-1908 who created the Fed- 
eral Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America. He appears to find the origin 
of the federal idea, which he sets forth 
in simple terms, in the proposal of Eastern 
Churehmen at Lausanne, whereas, as a 
matter of historical fact, their only con- 
tribution was the inclusion of the Ortho- 
dox Chureh or Churches. While, there- 
fore, he gives us nothing new in his pro- 
posals for the “immediately practicable”, 
he has put them in clear outlines: 

“Tt is possible (1) to organize a Coun- 
cil of the non-Roman Churches, of the type 
recommended by the ecumenical Patri- 
arch; (2) to carry further the merger of 
Churehes belonging to the same or related 
denominational facilities; (3) to provide 
in colleges and theological schools of the 
different Churches for systematic instruc- 
tion in beliefs, practices and types of the 
other Christian bodies; (4) to take more 
seriously our meetings for common worship, 


Then I discovered the answer was right 
there. It had all come to me as a child, 
sitting with my family in the accustomed 
pew. I remembered the dawning of my 
spiritual consciousness, the awareness of 
God, the reality of worship, religious emo- 
tions and convictions. I knew where and 
how I received the things that made me 
what I was. 


I wondered if other men had like expe- 
riences. I wrote to thirty outstanding re- 
ligious leaders in the English-speaking 
world and asked them: How did you come 
to be what you are? What happened and 
where did it happen, that gave you your 
religious convictions and outlook, and turn- 
ed your life to religious service? 

In the thirty replies many of these lead- 
ers acknowledged their debt to the influ- 
ence of the religion of their parents. All 
testified that the spiritual content of their 


both those which it is now possible to hold 
under official auspices and those informal 
gatherings which require no official sane- 
tion.” 

This is not enough, but it enters defi- 
nitely on a path to the goal. “There is 
nothing inconsistent between federal unity 
and organic union.” What is most deeply 
needed is “a change in the spiritual atti- 
tude of those who compose the several 
units of the Church”. To such federal 
union there are two limits. The Roman 
Church excludes itself by its ‘‘elaim to 
unqualified sovereignity”. There are inde- 
pendent groups whose essential principle 
excludes even simple federation. But, 
even so, Catholics and Protestants may 
work together as they are now doing, but 
in larger measure. 

Dr, Brown eloses with—well, I will say 
—the prayerful spirit which is, after all, 
the heart of the problem. While this vol- 
ume includes no practical measures which 
have not been presented before, perhaps 
with greater clarity and more practica- 
bility, it is a study which should be read 
by every pastor who really wants to un- 
derstand what the Church is and what the 
Churches are, in both their diversity and 
in their unity. 

—Charles S. Macfarland 


OTHER BOOKS THIS WEEK 


Modern Trends in World Religions, 
edited by A. Eustace Haydon (University 
of Chicago Press). This volume of the 
Haskell Leetures in Comparative Religion, ; 
is valuable in giving us, from close stu- MAT 
dents of contemporary life, the ways in ; 
which the leading world religions are 
forced to adjust themselves to the forces 
of revolution now world-wide, which af- 
fect religion and are affected by it. In “a 
sections it constitutes a study of these fe 
forces themselves. : 
Seen from My Pulpit, by Maleolm J. 
MacLeod (Revell). Illuminating glimpses ‘ia? 
of metropolitan life and ways of meeting _ 
it with the gospel, a volume which is at “ 
points very searching in analysis. ong 
Faith that Propels, by G. Ray Jordan oe 
(Cokesbury). Very personal sermons on 
Christian experience. al ie 
The Young Churchmen Look at the 
Church, edited by Ralph H. Read (Mac- 


millan). Eighteen men, in varying areas Av 
of leadership, give us exceedingly live ~ ~ 
analyses of the several spheres of Church = 
life in which they have a part. Some of ieee 
them are very striking in their conelu- 
sions, none of them over-moderate. i 
—C. Ss. M. 7 a 
At 
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life came to them, not in the Sunday 
School, but during the service of worship 
in the Church. mit 

This clergyman, whom we have just been © 
quoting, then goes on to protest against 7 
substituting the Sunday School for the 
Church. 

In the September “Visitor” was an arti- 
cle, “The Family Pew,” by one of our 
Baltimore pastors, in which he testified of 
the blessings that have come to him and 
his family, even unto the fourth and fifth 
generations, by following the example 
devout, Churech-going parents. 

That is a- rich PGtraca denied mz 
children, even many of our Sunday Seh 
children. Where are their parents? Hay 
they established a family pew? Do th 
attend services and have their children go 
with them? When parents here fail in 


(Continued on Page 18) 
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MOTHERS, ATTENTION! 


Gilbert Seldes, one of our brilliant authors, hits the nail 
on the head in this recent observation: ‘“‘The movies are 
being used today in both a positive and negative way for 
military propaganda. Newspapers pride themselves on 
keeping their news columns free from editorial bias, but 
no such ethics appear to afflict some of the motion picture 
companies. Every week the watchful reader may notice 
a Navy or army picture in the newsreel.” 

Dr. Albert Edward Wiggam, eminent scientist, quotes 
this statement with his approbation and adds that Mr. 
Seldes argues further that the public should know what 
all this is for, and that if the pictures of warships firing 
broadsides or of armies marching, which always bring 
_cheers from the audience, is a preparation for war, we 
should at least be apprised of this fact. “Sound doctrine 
from a sound head!’, concludes Dr. Wiggam. 

Approaching Mother’s Day as we are, one wonders if 
our mothers realize how all this is likely to hasten the day 
when millions of our choicest boys will again be mobilized 
for cannon-fodder, if the tone and temper of such insidious 
propaganda is not checked. One pastor announces he will 
post in a conspicuous place a list of the boys and young 
men in his parish who are likely to be drafted in case of a 
war within the next few years. Surely the most peace- 
loving people have in the past been lured into war-minded- 
ness without realizing it, and the movies and radio are far 
more effective weapons for such propaganda than any em- 
ployed in the distant past: 

Think of it, you mothers, boys born while the big guns 
of the World War were roaring are marching now “in pre- 
paredness for another hell.” A Paris dispatch of April 23 
tells of “war babies,” 120,000 strong, streaming to the 
colors to swell to 420,000 the number under arms in France. 
Dear God, have mercy on us poor fools who are deluded 
enough to think that this is “the preparedness that makes 
for peace!” These lads of 16 and 17 are sent to “drill and 

fight sham fights and thrust bayonets into the straw bellies 
of dummies upon a crosspiece. They will be told: “This is 
the thrust, little man, if you would disembowel your adver- 
sary.” Isn’t it true, as Mr. Heywood Broun suggests, 
that “Herod was more merciful when he killed the new- 


born while they were still in swaddling clothes”: 


THE MANNER OF PREACHING 

It is a great thing to know how to preach. The Apostles, 
we all admit, knew how to preach. Paul and Barnabas 
were most successful preachers. Of their meetings and 
preachings at Iconium we have this record—‘They so spake 
that great multitudes of both Jews and Greeks believed.” 
Truly the Spirit of God would have us note that word “so.” 
Acts 14:1. “He would lead us to mark that, under the 
Spirit, their success in a great measure resulted from the 
manner of their preaching.” 

As every true and faithful minister has, touching his 
ministry, one great purpose, the glory of God in the salva- 
tion of men, so he has, or should have in all his sermons of 
truth one direct aim, to lead the people to Christ. With this 
aim before him he prays, he prepares his message, he comes 
forth before the people, and in speaking keeps this steadily 
and prayerfully before him. Many preachers, it is to be 
feared, are as indefinite in their utterances as children in 
their play, who with tiny bows and arrows aim at the 
heavens. In either case it can be truly said, they aim at 
nothing and hit nothing. 


It is not uncommon to hear from the pulpit a second- 
rate lecture, a talk of art, an historical discourse, or a run- 
ning comment on current events, instead of a Gospel ser- 
mon. The preacher sometimes becomes a journalist, who 
reads his editorials from the sacred desk. People go to the 
house of God not to hear lectures read, but to hear gospel 
sermons. They go there with hungry souls. They bring 
with them a want that has not been supplied in the routine 
of their daily work. They need the bread of life. They 
are thirsty, and their hearts cry out for the pure water of 
life. Science and art and history and lectures on current 
events cannot satisfy them. They are stones, instead of 
bread. They want the sincere milk of the Word, which 
alone can build them up into strong and healthy Chris- 
tians. And yet many ministers give the people but little 
of it. They read their lectures to the people, but they do 
not feed their souls—they do not build them up spiritually, 
and do not satisfy their hungry and thirsty souls. 


Every preacher is bound to preach the Word, to use all 
the powers wherewith God has gifted him to make the 
Gospel not deep but clear, not profound but simple, so that 
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it may be said of him as of the Lord, “The common people 
heard Him gladly.” 

It is not a minister’s wisdom but his conviction which 
imparts itself to others. Nothing gives life but life. Real 
flame alone kindles other flames; this was the power of the 
Apostles: “We believe, and therefore we speak.’ Firm 
faith in what they spoke, that was the basis of the Apostles’ 
truth. 

The secret of good preaching is love and truth glowing 
with pathos, heart and soul—words of truth and love coming 
red-hot from the heart, so that people will say, our preacher 
is a live man, speaking what he knows and testifying what 
he has felt. All men will love such preaching. The great 
Neander says: “It is the heart that makes the minister.” 
This is the lesson taught by the whole history of the Church. 

—Henry C. SCHLUETER. 
oe ae. 


BITTER MEDICINE 

Isn’t it just a bit reprehensible for a religious journal to 
propose forms of cruel and unusual punishment at a time 
when there is already so much trouble in the world? Here 
is our brilliant contemporary, Zion’s Herald of Boston, 
actually proposing an intelligence test for legislators. This 
certainly has an ominous sound. A few weeks ago the story 
was published, on the authority of the President’s wife, 
that there are rats in the White House. A well-known 
writer declared that there are many more in the Capitol, 
and that, he claimed, is easily explained by the fact that 
“there are so many cheeses in Congress.” We are no 
authority on this subject, but we cannot help feeling that 
it would be as brutal as a medieval inquisition if the aver- 
age law-maker were required to pass such an examination 
as our heretofore merciful Methodist contemporary sug- 
gests. No legislator is fit for his office, says this unsparing 
analyst, who has not attained proficiency in at least these 14 
courses of study: Correct Manners, English Composition, 
History of the World, History of the U. S. A., Constitu- 
tional Law, International Law, History of Philosophy, His- 
tory of Morals, Modern Psychology, Social Ethics, the 
Industrial Revolution, Present-day Economic ‘Theories, 
Scientific Research and Social Progress, Fundamental Busi- 
ness Principles. Think of picturing this as the “irreducible 
minimum’’—it is simply horrible to contemplate the torture 
of the poor victims. 

And yet we confess to a sneaking sympathy with the 
proposition that, in the midst of the hysterical clamor for 
the passage of “‘teachers’ oath” bills, it is not preposterous 
to demand that our chosen lawmakers should “possess quali- 
fications not only in flag-waving but also in the reasoning 
process.” Zion’s Herald is probably right in asserting that 
“ten years of this program of intelligence tests would trans- 
form the law-making bodies of this country, restore the con- 
fidence of the people in democracy, and re-establish genuine 
prosperity” in our land. It is a stiff dose, but desperate 
cases require desperate remedies. Sometimes, as doctors 
and dentists know, one must seem to be cruel in order to 
be kind. ‘ 

rh. Se 
THE ENTHUSIAST AND THE DOUBTER 
Talk About Obeying the Law 

“Tf you should ask me for some of the most undesirable 
results of Prohibition,’ said the Doubter, “I know one 
that I would put almost at the head of the list. It is your 
preoccupation with obedience to the law. During Prohibi- 
tion days, religious people forgot everything else in their 
zeal for law, and today that zeal is continuing. You would 
think that being a Christian had now resolved itself into 
the simple requirement of obeying every law without ques- 
tion.” 

“Surely,” exclaimed the Enthusiast, “you don’t mean to 
suggest that a man can be a good citizen and a Christian 
and at the same time be guilty of flouting the law!” 

“The student of history knows that some of the finest 
spirits the world has produced have been disobedient to 
law. Jesus went against the laws of His people, and suf- 
fered the consequences.” 

“Are you hinting that those who disobeyed the Prohibi- 


tion law aught to be commended ?” 


CHURCH 


MESSENGER May 2, 1935 


“Certainly not. I am saying plainly that the liquor ques- 
tion and every other social issue goes deeper than law. It 
isn’t primarily a question of law observance at all, and 
when Church people make it that, they err gravely. It is a 
question of self-control, of concern for the security and 
the happiness of one’s neighbors, of willingness to forego 
profit made at the expense of human degradation. For 
these things the Church ought to work.” 

“Would you object to getting rid of the modern equiva- 
lents of the saloon by means of legal enactment? If you 
are in favor of legislating the liquor business out of exist- 
ence, how can you justify your indifference to law obsery- 
ance?” 

“Wait a minute,” said the Doubter. “I am not indifferent 
to law observance. If the law is a good law, I believe I ought 
to obey it. But there are ancient laws and modern laws 
which the Christian cannot call good, against which he 
must protest and for the elimination of which he must 
work. Occasionally, he will be put into the position of dis- 
obeying such laws or violating his own conscience.” 

“Suppose the law is good. Ought not the Church then 
to urge its observance and to encourage its members to sup- 
port it heartily?” 

“Even when the law is good, the main concern of the 
Church is not with the law itself, nor with its enforcement. 
If we had an anti-lynching law tomorrow, as I believe we 
ought certainly to have, the chief business of Church people 
would not be the business of the detective and the police- 
man and the judge. The emphasis would have to be on 
the cultivation of friendly attitudes and the development 
of understanding fellowships between white men and 
Negroes. If we allowed ourselves again to be transformed 
into policemen, the law would soon go the way of Prohibi- 
tion.” —F. D. W. 

aX ae 


WHAT WILL THE CHURCH ANSWER? 


In The Christian World (London), an able writer main- 
tains that a large section of our youth stays, today, “outside 
organized religion” because the Church is compromised. ! 
“First and worst,” he says, “there is the compromise with 
war; and, secondly, there is the compromise with wealth.” 

Referring to the history of 1914-18, when “the majority 
of the clergy behaved like African witch-doctors uttering he 
incantations intended to stir the young men to fight”, this ; 
writer finds the Church so inextricably bound up with the 
material fortunes of the State that he fears to think of the 
meshes of sophistry into which Christian teachers can fall 
today or tomorrow, just as they did yesterday. It is true 
that in the last decade we have had a great many leaders 
proclaiming against war, and many have asserted that they 
would no longer, under any circumstances, participate in 
what they have called “mass murder”; but this writer 
says that, in spite of all these pious protestations of the 
clergy, he can feel no confidence that the attitude of the 
Church would be materially different were another war to 
break out tomorrow. He is dreadfully afraid that many of 
those who now call war “an outrage against Christ” may 
again be induced to regard it as “a holy campaign”. As 
the danger of another war grows, the voices speaking for 
peace seem to grow weaker, and preachers begin to gild 


war memories by pious talk of “noble sacrifice”. A Bishop, 


for instance, asks us not to forget that “war has its glories’, 
and reminds us of “the blessing that rests on a soldier by 
virtue of the precept, ‘Greater love hath no man’, conveni- 
ently ignoring the elementary fact, of which any member 
of the congregation could remind him, that it is a soldier’s 
business to stay alive as long as he can, in order to kill as — 
many of the other side as possible.” The Archbishop — 
Canterbury is really voicing exactly the same sentime 
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effect: “Arms are a bad thing; but if we must have » 
let them not be obsolete.” Indeed, on all sides we 
to see the spirit of compromise which “breathes har 
justify itself”. 

Referring to the compromise with wealth, it is not 
that the Church should preach Socialism, but that 
boldly proclaim the immorality of the present di 
distribution of wealth. In a Christian society, 
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vision must be made for the necessities of all its members. 
Unless it does that, it is not a Christian society. The 
Church should not rest until it has brought about a change. 
But how little some congregations are disturbed about the 
suffering and injustice around them. How unconcerned 
many Christians seem to be about the luxury and ostenta- 
tion that still flourish in the face of hunger and penury! 
How few give serious thought to the disgusting waste of 
money in a time of such terrible social need. 

The writer of this article quotes a Prince of the Church, 
“his fair round belly with good capon lined”, who recently 
said that he thought ‘the working classes, as far as he 
knew, had no cause for complaint”. Ah! there’s the rub— 
“so far as he knew’. How little some Churches and indi- 
vidual members of Churches seem to know or care. Do we 
know, for example, how many young people in our coun- 
try today are physically hungry, as well as_ spiritually 
neglected? There are said to be 300,000 boy and girl 
tramps living in box-cars and in the jungles of our cities, 
together with the children of migrant workers and share- 
croppers who are scattered through destitute parts of the 
land. It is inevitable that the appeal of the Church for the 
youth of the nation will weaken and decline when it seems 
as though there is a lack of sympathy and spiritual solici- 
tude and a willingness to compromise with social injustice, 
so dangerous and so deadly. 

One cannot read such indictments without a great deal 
of heart-searching. Surely the spirit of contrition becomes 
us well in an hour of peril like this. 

ae ee 


EDUCATION AWAY FROM THE MINISTRY 


A group of clergymen, at a convention, were discussing 
the matter of theological education. “‘Not less than seven 
years after High School!” exclaimed one. “As a matter 
of fact, if I had my way about it I wouldn’t ordain a man 
who had not had nine years!” 

He had had nine years himself and ought to have demon- 
strated the soundness of his theories; but, truth to tell, as a 
pastor of souls, as a true minister of Jesus Christ, he was 
the least useful man in the group. 

He had become a book-worm and an intellectual snob. 
He knew so much about ancient times that he had no un- 
derstanding of the common people of his own day and no 
point of contact with needy human souls. He was strong 
on erudition, but very weak on sympathy. 

No one of his fellows would have argued for lower 
standards of scholarship; but they would have prayed for 
protection against intellectual pride and social aloofness. 
One of them, who had spent sixteen years in college life, 
gave thanks that also he had worked two years in a 
factory and four in a printing office. 

It is a sad fact that some students are educated, not for 
the ministry, but away from the ministry. Book-bound and 
book-proud, they lose both the spirit and the power of a 
genuine Christian service. 

O, for a balanced education! O, for an education that 
shall make a man respectable in the company with savants 
and at the same time eagerly helpful in the fellowship with 
men and women of all sorts and conditions! 

—G. E. H. 


Wp are 
HUMAN HELPLESSNESS 


On Sunday, Feb. 24th, a tornado broke loose about two 
miles west of the city of Wichita, at two o’clock in the 
afternoon, and sweeping to the northeast carried destruc- 
tion in its path. Fortunately that path lay outside of the 
city limits and the damage resulting was relatively slight. 
A few persons received injuries — none serious — and no 
life was lost. One woman was taken up through the roof 
of her house and set down outside suffering only a few 
scratches. The total losses were estimated at about $10,000. 
What if this storm had struck half a mile farther to the 
south and three or four miles farther to the east? That 
would have brought it into the heart of the city, and the 
destruction of property would have run high into the 
millions, and the loss of life inevitably would have been 


very great! 
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On the same afternoon another similar storm struck the 
city of Independence, a hundred miles farther to the east, 
with much greater damage but no loss of life; still another 
storm struck the city of Joplin, Mo., at about the same 
time, doing considerable damage; and still another like 
storm struck in northeastern Oklahoma the same afternoon, 
and this tornado took one life. 

These tornadoes spring up apparently instantaneously, go 
on their way of destruction speedily, and disappear in a few 
moments, leaving death and ruin in their path. The 


meteoroligists explain their origin as follows: a cold blast 


comes out of the north which meets a warm wave from the 
south, and these two waves chase each other around in a 
narrowing circle with terrific speed and seemingly illimit- 
able power. Nothing can withstand them. They pick 
up a substantial building, play with it a moment, and leave 
it a heap of ruins. 

Sunday had been a beautiful day with the temperature 
of spring, when out of the west came unannounced a black 
cloud, and almost as our gaze was directed towards it the 
storm broke loose and the destruction was wrought. Nor 
was this storm unique. Similar tornadoes are of frequent 
occurrence. Nor are tornadoes the only forces of nature 
that cause appalling losses of life and property. Several 
states on these western plains have suffered seriously dur- 
ing the past few weeks from dust storms. Furious winds 
sweep across the prairies, change the soil into fine powder 
that fills the air, turning daylight to darkness, and causing 
grave losses to the unfortunate farmer. And what of rag- 
ing tempests on the seas, and earthquakes and volcanoes 
and other disturbances both on the ocean and on the land? 

Face to face with such fearful disasters man stands virtu- 
ally helpless. It is possible that in the coming years in- 
ventive man may devise some means for the prevention of 
tornadoes, or for greatly lessening their destructive opera- 
tion, though such a supposition is improbable. In the face 
of fire and flood and tempest and other outbreaks of nature, 
man seems very puny, unable to cope with the amazing 
forces that leap out of the sea and the air and the earth 
under his feet. 

And yet man boasts of his marvelous achievements; his 
inventions are wonderful; his discoveries are amazing; he 
has overcome the sea; he has conquered the air; he puts a 
wall of rock across a mighty river and says to its waters, 
“Stand still;” and indeed in the very presence of disaster, 
he rises up and goes forth with courage and with hope to 


make new conquests. —G. S. R. 
* * x 


WISDOM 


When the ancient seer declared that “the price of wisdom 
is above rubies”, he expressed, in his own way and accord- 
ing to the standards of his time, a conviction that is well- 
nigh universal. In all ages and stages of culture the value 
of this gift has been clearly recognized. Unfortunately for 
those who do not possess it, wisdom is a native rather than 
an acquired quality. Often it is confused with education, 
but there is no essential relationship between it and superior 
knowledge. Wisdom is a direct insight into the nature of 
a situation, the practical understanding that, in the words 
of John Morley, “comes to shrewd, penetrating, and ob- 
servant minds, from their own experience of life, and their 
daily commerce with the world”. In every community, 
however small, there is almost always some one who stands 
above the others in his reputation for good sense, and often 
such a person has not had the advantage of much intellec- 
tual training. 

A “highbrow” has been well described as a man who has 
been educated above his intelligence. He is the modern 
version of the learned fool about whom so many jokes were 
made in the Middle Ages. This is, perhaps, one of the 
greatest dangers in the working out of all the possibilities 
and implications of democracy. Because some men of wide 
learning are obviously lacking in common sense, there is a 
popular tendency to disparage higher education. Various 
conclusions mav be drawn from the fact that, while the 
youth of today have had better schooling than their grand- 
parents, it is doubtful whether they are making better use 
of their opportunities. Yet there is no turning back. We 
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have started on the road to increasing knowledge and there 
is nothing to do but go ahead. But we should be clear in 
our objective. Surely there is nothing in knowledge that 
of necessity will keep any man from being his best. The 
trouble is that, in the early enthusiasm aroused by popular 
education, its advocates promised too much. “Nature never 
made a dunce’, said William Godwin, denouncing the 
schools of his time as the slaughter-houses of the mind. 
He believed with Socrates that sin is always due to ignor- 
ance. Perhaps this would be true if knowledge were com- 
plete. But it never is complete and partial knowledge often 
leads its possessor into dangerous by-paths. This accounts 
for the power of the written word over the half-educated. 
“IT saw it in the paper’, is the comment of the ignorant 
man. In current life the wisest people are misled by propa- 
ganda, while the masses are in constant danger of being 
victimized by it. The demagogue has a better chance today 
than ever before because of modern instruments of pub- 
licity. The public school teaches the masses to read but not 
to think, with the result that they are ready to follow every 
“rabble-rouser” who promises them what they wish. 

There is a constant deficit in wisdom. When Carlyle, 
speaking of Great Britain, cynically declared, “There are 
fourteen millions of people in these islands, mostly fools!’’, 
he was probably right. Moreover, a judicial outsider would, 
in all likelihood, have mcluded him with the rest. What we 
need to solve our problems alike in religion, politics, and 
social engineering, is more wisdom. It is not enough to be 
able to read and even to mark what we have read. The 
process of inwardly digesting our knowledge has yet to be 
achieved. Only then can we rise to the level of the wisely 
educated, where we can look beneath a phrase, oppose a 
clamorous suggestion, take our stand against blind con- 
servatism on the one side, and against impulsive and ill- 
considered radicalism on the other. Until a considerable 
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minority of the people in the nation are wise enough to be 
slogan-proof, endowed with a sense of evidence, and able 
to resist the temptation to build general theories on isolated 
facts or random assertions, the future will be fraught with 
danger. To attain this measure of wisdom is a religious 
duty, and, fortunately for the’ Christian, its highest ex- 
emplification has been established in the gospel of Jesus. 


—J. A. Mac. 


ke aoe 
A BLACK RECORD 


A “dismal picture of race discrimination’—that is a 
correct description of public school education in the South 
today, according to the report of the Rosenwald Founda- 
tion. ‘It remains true in our supposedly civilized country 
that the schools and the children have, especially during 
these years of depression, had little better than ‘ta China- 
man’s chance”, alongside of battleships and other hectic 
preparedness for war. It seems from this report that 
America as a whole spends an average of $99 per year 
on every pupil enrolled in a public school. In the South, 
which is far below the average wealth of the nation, $44.31 
is spent per capita on white children, and only $12.57 per 
Negro pupil. This means that the colored child gets one- 
fourth the amount provided for the white child in the 
South, and one-eighth the amount received by the average 
American child. In some States and counties the propor- 
tion is even more indecent. For Negro boys and girls it 
spells unspeakable sanitary conditions, shameful lack of 
equipment, and wofully unprepared and underpaid teach- 
ers. Isn’t it about time the Congress took up this matter 
and made it a national duty to give a square deal in Negro 
education? This situation is a standing reproach to us in 
the eyes of all fair-minded men. ‘There can be no doubt 
at all what a just God thinks about it. 


The Thoughts of Justus Timberline 


Straight Doctrine on Children 


My interest in the Church School is an 
old story. For 20 years, anyhow, I’ve been 
strong for the Boy Scouts. ve made a 
small contribution every summer to the 
fund for taking slum children to the coun- 
try. I’ve been a Children’s Day enthusiast 
every June since away back when. And 
I’m for the Child Labor Amendment 
against all the mill owners, newspaper 
owners, and _ hard-fisted, hard-hearted 
grown-ups who have forgotten their own 


The Bible was one of the first books to 
be printed, when printing from type be- 
gan. The best examples of printing to be 
found, from the day of Gutenberg, who is 
the father of printing, are Bibles; collect- 
ors pay huge prices for them. 

All this has something to do with the 
Bible’s importance. People don’t pay that 
much attention through generations and 
centuries, to insignificant books. 


The Difference Can Be Detected 


childhood. 

That’s not bragging. If I wanted to 
brag, the list would be twice as long. 
What I’m after is to set down here two 
great words about children. 

Who said one of them I don’t know. 
But I like it: “Well-built children are bet- 
ter than rebuilt adults.” 

I know well enough who said the other 
and vastly more important word. He was 
and is’ the Friend of little children. 

One day He set a little child in the 
midst, and He said to the group which 
stood around, “Whoso shall cause one of 
these little ones that believe on Me to 
stumble, it is profitable for him that a 
great millstone should be hanged about 
his neck, and that he should be sunk in 
the depth of the sea.” 

That’s a hint about another sort of 
profit, to all who exploit today‘s childhood 
for their own gain. 


Still the World’s Best Seller 


Every year one book outsells all others. 
They say people have quit reading it, and 
so you would think the demand would let 
up. But it doesn’t. 

I’m a haunter of bookstores and of book 
counters in other stores; and I’m often 
surprised to~“find this book being called 
for by people who don’t look at all like 
ordinary book buyers. ; 

The book is printed in more styles, edi- 
tions, bindings, and sizes than any other 


in the world. It can be bought at any 
price you like, from a quarter up. I once 
saw. a manuscript copy, incomplete, that 
sold a little later for half a million dol- 
lars. 

Of course it’s the Bible. 

Why does the Bible keep on selling? 
What do people find in it that they don’t 
find in any other book? 

I think I know, but just now I’m inter- 
ested in the fact that the Bible still holds 
its place as the best-selling book in the 
world. 

“In the world” is easy to say. But, as 
to the Bible, it can also be proved. Look 
at some things my pastor has told me of 
its wonderful history. r 

For nearly fifteen hundred years, the 
Bible existed in manuscript copies, and in 
maybe half a dozen languges. 

The first English translation was made 
five and a half centuries ago, by John 
Wyckliffe. Since then the Bible has been 
translated into 936 languages and dialects. 


Missionaries have gone to a people who 
had no written language. They have 
learned to speak it. They have reduced 
the language to writing. They have made 
alphabets, vocabularies and grammars. 

What for? To start the people on the 
road to a general education? Not at alt; 
just to give them the Bible. All the rest 
is by-product. 


A friend in Pennsylvania sends me 
these bits of shrewd observation, al- 
though you will notice that he claims 
that accurate observation is not easy! 


Sometimes it is difficult to distinguish ~ 


between: 

A demigod and a demagogue. 

Reformer and sadist. 

Souvenirs and trash. 

Gift and a bribe. 

Desire to serve and desire to boss. 

Plea for patriotism and plea for militar- 
ism. 

Plea for co-operation and a desire for 
obeisance. 

Blind optimists and plain liars. 

An opportunity and a temptation. 

Pedants and a parrot. 

Greatness and prominence. 

Well, I’ve had a little practice myself in 
trying to distinguish the genuine from the 
imitation. And I’m most successful when 
I follow Paul’s advice: “Try the spirits!” 

That means, put ’em through a few 


tests. Find out what’s back of them. Also — 


who. Go a little into the record of the in- 
dividual. His history will shed a lot of 
light on what he’s trying to do today. 


And the “spirit” who balks at being 


tested doesn’t need to be tested. He’s 
confessed! 


Finding Church Work for Men 


Among all the other prize competitior 
why does not someone offer a prize 
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the best answer to the question, “What 
is Christian work?” 

Adam Armitage is a friend of mine in 
one of our town Churehes—not my Church, 
though that makes no difference. 

He was telling me last night that his 
pastor has been trying for the past year 
to get all the men of the Church inter- 
lee in its work by giving every man a 
job. 

“And,” says Adam, “he’s had a hard 
time. After he’d appointed a set of ush- 
ers for Sunday morning, and another for 
night, and two similar sets to pass the 
collection plates, and half a dozen Church 
School teachers, and a couple of secre- 
taries and treasurers, and a few chairmen 
of committees on this and that, he ran 
out of jobs.” 

Well, I wanted to know more. “The 
men he does appoint, now; do they work 
at it?” 


_ “Some do,” said Adam, “and some don’t. 
Some men say that a fussy little ten- 
minute-a-week assignment can’t honestly 
be ealled Church work. They are not in- 
terested.” 

“But, Adam, what of those who take the 
jobs?” I was asking for reasons of my 
own. ; 

“Well, Justus, I wonder how many of 
them are any great use in the Kingdom 
of God. Some, I know, do good conscien- 
tious work, and it means something in 
their own lives. They study and give 
their time; especially some of the teachers 
in the Church School.” 

“Yes,” I said, “I know. 
in our Chureh, too.” 

“But there are others,’ he went on, 
“who seem a little childish about what 
they’re doing. They like the titles they 
wear. They like to appear important. They 
enjoy running the small machine. And 
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I’m afraid they are fooling themselves into 
thinking they are doing God service.” 

“Well, Adam,” I asked as he started to 
go, “what’s the answer?” 

“T’m not conceited enough to think I 
know,” he said. “But maybe this is part 
of it, that our Church hasn’t yet measured 
or even seen the size of the real job it 
could do in this town. When it does, it 
will need all the men of the Church; and 
every man who takes hold will find he’s 
giving other things besides his money and 
his time,” 

After Adam was gone,I sat there, think- 
ing. Isn’t it queer that, under all their 
differences of creed and custom, our 
Churches are so much alike? 

That thought cheered me, because when 
all the Churches see what Adam Armitage 
wants his Church to see, they will have no 
trouble about getting together, 


Germany’ss Christian Non-Aryans 


Dr. Cadman Describes the Plight of Millions of Germans Who, Because of Nazi Legislature, are Neither Christians 
nor Jews; Sees Christian Missionary Effort Seriously Compronused by Nazi Rejection of Jews 


Who Accepted Christianity 


By Dr. S. Parkes CapMAn, Distinguished Clergyman 


(Dr. Cadman visited Germany last Summer where he made a careful study of the Church situation. As chairman of 
the American Section of the Universal Christian Council on Life and Work, he has been in close 
touch with religious conditions in the Third Reich.) 


April 7, 1933, promises to be a famous 
date in the history of Christianity. On 
that day, Germany under National Social- 
ism passed the first of a series of laws 
creating a chasm between so-called Aryans 
and so-called non-Aryans. The significance 
of that date for the Christian world lies 
in the fact that for the first time a gov- 
ernment, through its legislation, chal- 
lenged the validity of baptism. 

The root of this challenge lies in the 
interpretation of the word “Aryan” and 
“non-Aryan”. While widely proclaimed in 
Germany and elsewhere as a “scientific” 
term, the most reputable scientists declare 
it unscientific labeling. Nazi rulers, how- 
ever, are determined to give these un- 
scientific terms a significance that is of 
importance not only to Germany but to 
the rest of the world. 

According to the Nazis, “non-Aryans” 
are those whose parents or one of whose 
parents or grandparents are of the Jewish 
faith. Aryans are all others. This arbi- 
trary distinction has precipitated a serious 
crisis in Church history. It is important 
to bear in mind that the restrictive legis- 
lation passed within the two years of 
National Socialism excludes all Jews and 
all Christians of Jewish descent under this 
generic term of “non-Aryan’. Increas- 
ingly the Reich’s legislative, administra- 
tive measures, and judicial interpretations 
are based upon this distinction with the 
result that millions in Germany, including 
those who practice Judaism and those who 
practice Christianity, are branded as 
pariahs insofar as legislation and propa- 
ganda can have that effect. The abomina- 
tions of India’s caste system are scarcely 
more pagan! / 

The anti-Jewish agitation, both official 
and unofficial, has been extended to in- 
elude Christians of Jewish ancestry. The 
laws for the elimination of non-Aryans 
from the professional and cultural life of 
the country constitute an ominous poten- 
tial source of impoverishment and humili- 
ation to these Christians. The official 
declaration of the government that non- 
Aryans are unfit to be civil servants, 
judges, lawyers, physicians, editors, act- 
ors, and the like, had the practical effect 
of setting these non-Aryans apart as out- 
casts. These Aryan laws and decrees, 
moreover, served as an example to the 
country which was followed by the co- 
ordination of the by-laws of private or- 


NO MAGIC WAND I ASK 


No magic wand I ask 

To change the lives of men; 

But let it be my earnest task 

To witness unto them 

The joy of fellowship with Thee, 

In Whom alone their lives are free. 


Give me a spotless spade, 

That I may dig full deep, 

And widen every stream of life 

Where men may bathe, and keep 

Their bodies clean, their spirits 
pure, / 

Temptations meet, and still endure. 


With fountains from above 

Supplying every need, 

May thirsty souls drink deep of 
love, 

And on His manna feed, 

Till Source and stream together 
flow, 

And moisten banks where Life’s 
trees grow. 


—Ambrose M. Schmidt, D.D. 


ganizations with the distemper of the 
State. Non-Aryan descent, in the sense 
of the law for the restoration for the pro- 
fessional civil service, was made a bar to 
membership in all kinds of professional, 
cultural, scientific, athletic, and social or- 
ganizations; and even to the participation 
in the direction of large business enter- 
prises. 


Effect Upon Christian Non-Aryans 


To some extent, the effect of these 
measures upon the Jews of Germany has 
become known to the rest of the world. 
The fate of Christian non-Aryans has, 
however, been overlooked. Their number 
is variously estimated from a million to 
as high as three millions. Baptism or birth 
into the Christian Churches has naturally 
separated them from the Jews. But gov- 
ernmental measures and the actions of the 
government-controlled German Evangel- 
ical Church have also set up a barrier be- 
tween these non-Aryans and their Chris- 
tian fellow-citizens. No wonder a Pro- 
testant periodical, “Auf der Warte”, was 


led to declare in a recent issue: “The con- 
ditions of the Jews are essentially more 
favorable than those of the non-Aryan 
Christians. ... The synagogue is the link 
of all Jews, as different as their religious 
views may be. ... The Jewish community 
has created numerous organizations for 
the redistribution of the occupations. . 

It helps in immigration the younger Jews 
who, in foreign countries, will be cared 
for by the Jewish community there... . 
But what will become of the children of 
the non-Aryan Christian?” 

Desperate as the plight of these non- 
Aryans is because of the increasing re- 
trictions imposed upon them, their gradual 
loss of position, income, and morale, they 
are faced with still another threat. The 
curious nature of the racial propaganda 
that has been exploited in Germany tends 
to react more harshly upon non-Aryan 
Christians than upon the Jews, for they 
are a living refutation of the preposterous 
nonsense about race, religion, and German- 
ism so fiercely promoted by National So- 
cialist leaders. It is on that account that 
a publication such as the “Deutsche 
Zukunft” writes: “If we delve into the 
facts more deeply, we find that these non- 
Aryans, descended of a blood mixture... 
must be even more distrusted than per- 
haps any other people who do not deny 
that their national ties are rooted else- 
where.” For in the eyes of the fanatical 
National Socialist, the Christian non- 
Aryan is more suspect than the Jew. 


Economic Position Worse than Jews 


In many particulars the economic posi- 
tion of the non-Aryan is worse than that 
of the Jews, for while the German Jews 
have built up Jewish welfare organiza- 
tions, no such support exists for Christian 
non-Aryans. As a result, their situation 
has become so acute that a special Reichs- 
verbund of non-Aryan Christians was set 
up to organize these victims of National 
Socialist racialism. 

There are numerous instances of the 
tragedies that have invaded the lives of 
Christian non-Aryans. Recently a Berlin 
Reichs chamber of lawyers forced the dis- 
solution of a prominent German law firm. 
The partners in this firm were father and 
son, but the dissolution was ordered on 
the ground that the father was non-Aryan 
(that is, he had a Jewish grandmother), 
while his son was an Aryan (since the 
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\ryan rule applies only to the last three 
generations). Since partnerships between 
Aryans and non-Aryans are expressly for- 
bidden by a new German law, this Chris- 
tian family was broken up because of the 
artificial racial rule. 

Even marriage partnerships and family 
relationships are being broken up in merci- 
less fashion by the Aryan elause. Numer- 
ous divorces have been granted throughout 
Germany to Aryan wives of non-Aryan 
husbands, or vice versa, who voluntarily 
or under compulsion seek separation from 
a mate who must go through life carrying 
the non-Aryan stigma. 

The status of the children and even the 
grandchildren of such mixed marriages is 
even more cruel. Inevitable spiritual con- 
flicts are arising for the growing vouth 
out of such marriages which eventually 
lead to a coneealed grudge against the 
parents who have brought them into a 
world in which, as non-Aryans, there is 
no possibility of life for them. Many ehil- 
dren who had been brought up as Chris- 
tians now find themselves insulted by 
teachers and pupils in their classrooms 
and forced to run the gauntlet of persecu- 
tion which will probably distort their 
whole lives. 

Letters Reveal Horror 

Letters received by the Federation of 
Christian non-Aryans poignantly reveal 
the horror of this situation. Among the 
letters received recently by Attorney Gun- 
ther Alexander-Katz, chairman of the 
Federation, was one from a “non-Aryan” 
mother who described how her blond and 
blue-eyed boy had a pieture of Chancellor 
Hitler on his table and how he prayed 
every night for the Chancellor. “It will 
break his heart if and when he learns 
that he is not a German and never can 
be one,” the mother wrote. 


We are all familiar with the presenta- 
tion of God as a Father, but we rarely 
think of God as a mother. God, to be 
effective in our lives must be perceived in 
the light of life-situations or experi- 
ences on the part of His worshippers. 
Jesus pictured God as a rejoicing Father 
in the parable of the Prodigal Son. Again, 
He taught us to pray, saying, “Our Father 
who art in Heaven”. In Jesus’ day the 
position of the father in the human family 
was the one of supreme authority; the 
position of the mother was secondary. 
His teachings met the demands of the 
experiences of the simple folk of Galilee 
in such a way as to leave an indelible 
impression upon the heart of mankind. 
Through nineteen hundred years man has 
lived and grown in faith and experience. 
Let us look at God in the light of our 
more modern concept of woman. 

In primitive nature religions we find 
gods and goddesses. Certain goddesses 
personalized female characteristics. For 
example: Innina of Sumeria, Ishtar of 
Assyria, Astarte of Syria, Isis of Egypt, 
Aphrodite of Greece, Venus of Rome, and 
Freya of Norse religion impersonate the 
qualities of love and reproduction. An- 
other group, Belit, Cybele, Demter, Ceres, 
and Magna Mater impersonate the life- 
giving powers of Mother Earth. We find 
that the devotees of these goddesses were 
greater in number and more enthusiastic 
in their worship than the devotees of the 
gods. The monotheism that developed 
through the history and religion of the 
Old Testament made it impossible for 
Jehovah to embody in His attributes the 
female principle of character. As man 
worshipped the God of Israel as the one 
universal God of mankind, the multitude 
of gods and goddesses had to go. The 
early Christians met the needs of the 


MESSENGER 


May 2, 1935 


Lady Violet Bonham-Carter, during the 
course of an address she delivered in Lon- 
don a few months ago, read a letter from 
a German-Jewish child, a boy of 138, the 
son ot a Jewish father and a Christian 
mother, He was brought up as a Protest- 
ant. He was, until lately, in a school in 
a southern German provincial town. Now 
he is safe in Paris. 

“T was the only Jew in my class,” he 
wrote. “Until Easter I was a Protestant, 
then they found out that my father was a 
Jew and so I became one. After that 
everything was different. No one would 
be friends with me. No one would answer 
me. In school no one would sit next to 
me. They all used to want to before, as I 
was the best in the class and they all 
wanted to crib. Now I had to sit all alone 
on the back bench. At first I was fright- 
tully unhappy, more so as the masters, 
who always used to like me, could not 
stand the sight of me any more. When 
they came into the classroom every one 
had to jump up and with right hand out- 
stretched shout, ‘Heil Hitler!’ I did too, 
or I didn’t. I don’t know. If I did then 
the whole class would shout, ‘The Jew is 
profaning our greeting!’ And if I didn’t, 
the master shouted, ‘You wait, you Marx- 
ist ....!? Then I was ordered to shout, 
‘Heil Hitler!’ alone three times. The whole 
class laughed. I was so afraid I wanted 
to ery. And then I used often to be late 
so that I shouldn’t have to shout ‘Heil 
Hitler!’ The master used to give me extra 
work to do as a punishment. He wrote 
in the class book, ‘For Jewish slovenli- 
ness’.” 

This is only part of a long letter in 
which this young German boy, actually a 
Protestant, now considered a Jew, describ- 
ed the miserable torture to which he had 
been subjected. 


God and Mother 


Davin E. Faust 


_SINCE I HAVE WATCHED HER 


Since I have watched her dozing in 
her chair 

All day, and through the long nights 
—sitting there— 

Her weary body aching for its rest, 

Her head drooped forward, chin upon 
her breast; 

Or waiting endless hours for kindly 
sleep 

To drug her tired senses, and to keep 

Her from remembering her helpless 


plight; 

Dreading the dark, and longing for 
the light 

Of day; watching slow hours creep 
along— 

She — who had been always eager, 
strong— 

Undaunted by disasters grim, or 
strife, 

Weathered so bravely all the storms 
of Life . 


Since I have watched, and weary 
months have grown, 

I thank the Lord I can, at night, 
LIE DOWN! 


—Grace Harner Poffenberger. 


women in the Christian fellowship by em- 
phasizing the worship of the Virgin Mary, 
the mother of Jesus. We also have the 
veneration of various women as Saints, 
such as St. Anne and St. Catherine. © 


Let us approach the question from an- 
other angle. Hosea, Second-Isaiah, and 
other ethical prophets pictured Jehovah 
as the God of love, mercy, and forgiveness. 


Then it is only too apparent that the 
future of the non-Aryan Christians in 
Germany is extremely gloomy. They have 
no ties with Zionism as have some Jews, 
and consequently have no desire to emi- 
grate to Palestine as more than 20,000 
German Jews have. done during the past 
two years. “We are Germans and we want 
to remain Germans,’ declared Attorney 
Alexander-Katz, head of the Christian 
non-Aryan Federation. “We hold that be- 
sides a community of blood there is a 
community of German nationalism born 
of a common faith, a comomn experience, 
and a common feeling, 

“Something simply must be done to 
make it possible for these millions of non- 
Aryans in Germany, who for the most 
part for generations have been Germans, 
again to serve our dearly beloved Father- 
land as Germans together with our Aryan 
tellow-citizens.” 

The Christian non-Aryan’s plight is 
desperate and it grows more desperate as 
time goes on. Small wonder that thought- 
ful Christian leaders are now faced with 
a serious problem. For centuries Chris- 
tianity has preached the brotherhood of 
man; for centuries the Christian Churches 
have carried on an extensive missionary 
activity among non-Christian peoples, of- 
fering the salvation of their religion and 
welcoming them into a brotherhood of 
man, In the face of German National So- 
cialist activities, it is difficult to see how 
missionary activity can eseape serious 
compromise. A tragic realization of this 
fact is at the root of the present struggle 
within the Protestant Church of Germany. 
But the conditions that have brought on 
this struggle are also of deep concern to 
Christian leaders throughout the world. 
The need to counteract this menace grows 
every day more imperative. 


This is not the possessive love of self- 
satisfaction, but the giving love of self- 
sacrifice. God suffered for the sins of 
Israel, His beloved people. This ideal 
picture is completed in the concept found 


in the Fourth Gospel, “God so loved the ~ 


world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believes on Him may have 


eternal life”. Jesus, the Son of God, re- 


vealed to mankind the true nature of God 
by means of teaching, preaching, healing, 
living, and dying a life of love. Again, 
the main theme of Jesus’ teaching was 
the Kingdom of God, a social order made 


up of Géd as King and men and women — 
To please the king the 


as the subjects. 
subjects must have character similar to 
that of the king; to please the Father 
and to enjoy His presence the children 
must have similar qualities of personality. 


At one time Jesus set forth as the ideal — 


for man, “Be ye perfect, even as your 
Father in Heaven is perfect”. At another, 
He said, “I and My Father are one”; 
again, “I am the vine, ye are the 
branches”. Putting these together, we get 


the spiritual unity between God and man- 


kind. 


In the Beatitudes we find the qualities 
for life in” thes 
Kingdom of God. To find illustrations in — 
human experience and in living flesh and — 


of character necessary 


blood whom you and I ean recognize | 
us turn to Mother as a manifestation o 
the love of God. God is love; mother is_ 
our ideal of love. Therefore we sho 
find the spiritual kinship between God an 
His children through mother as well 
through father. Let us continue to wo 
ship God as our Father, but let us re 
nize and use in our Christian reli 
ideal spiritual qualities peculiar to 
and womanhood, — 

I. “Blessed are the poor in Spirit”. T 


@ 
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is the first requirement. Christian loyalty 
demands that each individual recognize 
an authority outside of himself or herself 
that is greater than self. This Beatitude 
includes Moses’ first commandment; it in- 
cludes David’s life; it ineludes Jesus’, 
“Seek ye first God”. In the family we 
find mother, the living personality, prac- 
tising this quality. Mother thinks of her 
husband, of her children, she has saeri- 
ficed and will continue to sacrifice through 


fove and through loyalty to her own. 
Mother seeks not for self but for her 
loved ones. Jesus was poor in spirit, 


mother is poor in spirit. Mother’s joy is 
in the abundance of the life of her chil- 
dren. Her joy is the same as the joy of 
God. Mother so loves that she gives. 

Il. “Blessed are they that mourn”. To 
be really comforted one must have the 
capacity for sympathy, for feeling an- 
other’s suffering. Mother understands the 
cause of the weeping and suffering of 
her child. The child does not go to father 
if mother is in sight. Mother can give 
comfort to her own family; mother can 
sympathize with neighbors in times of 
death and mourning. Jesus wept. Jesus 
mourned for the lost children of Jerusalem 
and gave His life to save them. God un- 
derstands and knows all of our trials and 
sufferings. 

III. “Blessed are the meek”. Son and 
daughter will in times of passion revile 
their mother, will tell her that she does 
not care for them, will even strike mother, 
but mother never strikes back, mother 
never gets even. Mother never practises 
“eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth”. 
She goes about her tasks as though she 
had never been attacked. She quickly 
forgives and forgets. Mother is humble, 
she demands nothing for herself, she will 
not retaliate. Yet she is not a weakling; 
she does not submit to the will of her 
child. Usually, the personal attack upon 
mother comes after she has firmly said, 
No, to some request upon the part of her 
child that she knew would not be for 
the good of the child. Mother is firm, 
mother resists evil, yet she is meek. Jesus 
was meek; He did not retaliate for at- 
tacks made upon Himself, yet he firmly 
resisted attacks made upon God or His 
children. God is ever ready to forgive all 
attacks made upon Him as soon as His 
children are ready to be forgiven. 

IV. “Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst after righteousness”. Mother is so 
eager for her children to do what is 
right, she is so eager for them to have 
food and good health that she will forget 
the demands of the instincts of self-pre- 
servation, hunger and thirst. Hunger and 
thirst make the strongest appeal for physi- 
cal self-preservation. Goodness is just as 
necessary for spiritual life. The child 
knows who hungers and thirsts after its 
good moral character. Women are leaders 
in enthusiasm for all moral and social 
reforms. When looking for a _ place to 
locate a home, mother asks, “Is this a good 
community in which to bring up my chil- 
dren?” Mother does not care or does not 
say much for herself, but she demands 
goodness for her children. The hope of 
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DEAR MOTHER MINE 


Dear mother mine, my anxious heart 
is calling 
Across the years, until we meet 
again, 
When shall be still’d the yearning 
and the longing, 
In that fair land where come no 
grief nor pain. 


Then take thy rest upon the rolling 
hillside, 
Where sweep the wind, the sun- 
shine and the rain, 
In peaceful sleep, unmindful of the 
tempests, 
Secure and sheltered from all 
worldly stress and strain. 


Years come and go with all their 
joy and sadness; 
E’en still we dwell in those of 
long ago, 
When thy dear presence fill’d our 
hearts with gladness 
And hallowed hours that now we 
long to know. 


O! God our Father, lover of Thy 
children, 
Who giveth strength to all who 
serve Thee here, 
Impart Thy grace until our labor’s 
ended. 
And yearnings change to presence 
with our mothers dear. 


—Laura Murdock Kichline 


the establishment of a society in which 
goodness is the way of life lies in the 
hearts of the Christian mothers. God hun- 
gers and thirsts after the righteousness 
of His children. 


V. “Blessed are the merciful’. 
the outward expression or the conduct 
that accompanies the inner quality of 
mourning. Mourning must be accompanied 
by the act of mercy or forgiveness. Mother 
is merciful and forgiving in dealing with 
the offences of her children. If you asked 
a mother how many times she would for- 


This is 


give her child, would she say, “Seven 
times,” or “Seven times seven”? When 
would a mother cease to care for the 


physical wounds or the moral and spiritual 
needs of her children? Jesus was merciful. 
God is merciful. Mother is merciful. The 
kingdom is built upon mercy or self- 
abandonment in acts of relief to suffer- 
ing humanity. 

VI. “Blessed are the pure in heart”, 
God is pure, His children must be pure to 
see Him or to enjoy fellowship with Him 
in the eternal kingdom of the Spirit. 
Mother lives pure sacrificial love in deal- 
ing with her child. She sees the good 
and the beautiful in her child regardless 


of what others sce. 
this even though they may many times 
deceive mother. It is easy to fool mother 
because she is so pure and trusting in her 
faith in those whom she loves. The ehild 
respects the purity of mother. How often 
we hear the phrase, “Don’t tell mother; 
it will break her heart!” How often does 
the purity of mother’s heart win her chil 
dren to similar purity of character?) When 
children set up homes of their own they 
give testimony to mother’s purity and 
love by passing it on to their own chil 
dren. Christian love as mother practises 
it leads children to see God. 

VII. “Blessed are the peace-makers, for 
they shall be ealled the children of God!” 
Jesus 


Children recognize 


brings peace to earth. God is a 
peacemaker. The blessed are not those 
who sit down and fold their hands with 


nothing to do and then sigh, “My, isn’t 
this j 


peace heavenly?” Those who are 
happy are busy patching up the quarrels 
of the world and promoting good-will 


among men. Peace-makers are active chil 
dren of God. Mother is not quiet and 
peaceful until after she has finally got 
her children tucked safely in bed. She 
is ever busy hearing the evidence and 
patching up quarrels in her little world. 
She deals justly with her children, she 
deals mercifully with them, thus bringing 
peace into their troubled hearts. 

VIII. “Blessed are they which are perse- 
cuted for righteousness sake”. This is 
the active accompaniment of meekness, 
Mother not only sees the right or the 
goodness in the heart of her child, she has 
the courage to endure all manner of pain 
and suffering, physical or mental, for the 
one she loves. She knows that the good 
that is in her child will eventually triumph, 
therefore, she endures persecution and re- 
viling with an understanding heart. 
Mother rejoices in the successes and hap- 
piness of her children, therefore whatever 
happens to her is of little concern. Mother 
understands, “Rejoice and be exceeding 
glad, for great is your reward in heaven”, 

When Jesus entered Jerusalem on the 
humble beast of burden that first Palm 
Sunday, He brought a new concept of 
God to man. We have seen God as a lov- 
ing Father giving good gifts to His chil- 
dren. How much more do we see God in 
the loving mother as she teaches, as she 
heals the wounds, as she rights the wrongs, 
as she loves into her children the ways of 
justice, of merey, and of humble obedi- 
ence to God. The Kingdom of God is a 
spiritual kingdom in which God, the 
King, manifests the perfect spiritual quali- 
ties. If His children would enter this king- 
dom, they must make these qualities their 
own. Jesus in the Beatitudes unites God 
and the kingdom with the spiritual quali- 
ties of love as it must be practiced on 
earth. As we seek to find these qualities 
of Godlike character in human experience, 
let us turn to mother as the loftiest type 
of love. God, our loving mother, sounds 
strange upon Christian ears, but God and 
motherhood must be united in a religion 
based upon love. 
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SIXTY-SIXTH ANNUAL SESSION OF 
THE PITTSBURGH SYNOD 


The Pittsburgh Synod of the Evangel- 
ical and Reformed Church will meet in 
General Convention in the Christ Reformed 
Chureh, Latrobe, Pa., Rev. Harvey W. 
Black, minister, May 13, 1935, at 7.30 P. 
M. (BE. 8. T.). The President, Rev. Paul 
T. Stonesifer, will preach the opening ser- 


mon on the theme, “My Chureh’. The min- 
isters of each Classis and the delegates 
primarius or secundus enrolled at the meet- 
ing of the several Classes compose the 
Synod. The rule of Synod calls for each 
charge to be represented by an elder dur- 
ing the full session. 

Synod will be entertained on the Harv- 
ard Plan. Information on entertainment 
will be furnished the delegates by the 


Entertainment Committee. Two copies of 
the Blue Book will be mailed each pastor 
about May 1. Representatives of Boards, 
Institutions and Committees are kindly 
requested to report at time designated in 
the program. 


Paul T. Stonesifer, President 
J. Harvey Mickley, Stated Clerk 
Johnstown, Pa., April 30, 1935. 
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SYNODICAL MEETINGS FOR. 1935 


PITTSBURGH SYNOD — May 13, 1935, 
Christ, Latrobe, Pa., Rev. Harvey W. 
Black, 1412 Ligonier St., Latrobe, Pa. 


EASTERN SYNOD (7.45 P. M.—May 20, 
1935, St. John’s, Williamsport, Pa., Rev. 
Wm. C. Rittenhouse, 701 Packer St., 
Williamsport, Pa. 


POTOMAC SYNOD—June 10, 1935, Fred- 
erick, Md. (Hood College), Dr. Henry 1. 
Stahr, President, Frederick, Md. 


OHIO SYNOD—June 19, 1935, Tiffin, O. 
(Heidelberg College), Dr. C. KE. Miller, 
President, Tiffin, Ohio. 


SYNOD OF THE NORTHWEST—Septem- 
ber 3, 1935 (7.30 P. M.), Zion, Sheboygan, 
Wis., Rev. Edw. H. Wessler, D.D., 612 
Erie Ave., Sheboygan, Wis. 


SYNOD OF THE MID-WEST—September 
16, 1935, Salem, Louisville, Ky. Rev. Al- 
bert H. Schmeuszer, 1830 Date St., Louis- 
ville, Ky. 


SPRING MEETINGS OF CLASSES 
1935 

MAY 5: 
Maryland (7.30 P. M.), Grace, Taney- 
town, Md., Rev. Guy P. Bready, Taney- 
town, Md. 

May 6: 
Reading (7.45 P. M.), First, Hamburg, 
Pa., Rev. Dallas R. Krebs, D.D., 142 N. 
4th St., Hamburg, Pa. 

MAY 7: 
Milwaukee, Waubeka, Wis., Rev. Paul 
A. Olm, Medina, Wis., Waubeka P. O. 
Missouri-Kansas (8 P. M.), Bethany, 
Hiawatha, Kansas, Rev. L. L. Hassen- 
pflug, Hiawatha, Kansas. 

MAY 8: 
Sheboygan (7.30 P. M.), Rev. Walter 
Froneberg, Newton, Wis. 
Eureka, Petersburg, Rev. W. J. Krieger, 
Euroka, 8. D. 

MAY 22: 
Ursinus (7.30 P. M.), Zion’s, Rev. Louis 
A. Moser, R. No. 1, Marengo, Ia. 

MAY 23: 
Nebraska (7.30 P. M.), Immanuel, Rev. 
Paul Traeger, Ph.D., Sutton, Neb. 

JUNE 12: 
Manitoba, Frieden’s, Rev. Paul Wiegand, 
Duff, Sask., Canada. 


BOWLING GREEN ACADEMY 


With the special services, the offerings 
and the new-born joy of the Eastertide 
made very real in their fulfillment, we are 
once again ready to remind our readers 
that the end of the school year for Bowl- 
ing Green Academy is not far removed. We 
still need $108 to complete our salary fund. 
The $5 forwarded by Sue H. Seaman, for 
the Women’s Bible Class No. 1 of Calvary 
Church, Reading, Pa., was the only contri- 
bution received since our last report. Our 
total receipts have reached the splendid 
sum of $392. During the month of May 
we should receive enough contributions to 
complete our salary fund for this scholastic 
year. Please make all checks payable to 
Dr. Paul 8S. Leinbach, 1505 Race St. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rey. Albert Muecke, D.D., Em., from 
1003 Bank St. to 1106 Bank St., Keokuk, 
Towa. 

Rev. D. Horton Nace from Indiana, Pa., 
to R. D. 1, Kittanning, Pa. 

Rev. Robert Nienkamp from Fowler, IIl., 
to R. 3, Chesterfield, Mo. 

Rev. Walter Press from Grand Junction, 
Colo., to 208 S. 8th St., Kingfisher, Okla. 

Rev. Carl Schrupp from Powhattan, 
Kans., to Bern, Kans. 


Henry F. Fidler, 81, Womelsdorf, Pa., 
manufacturer and hanker, passed away on 
Apr. 26. 


In St. John’s, Williamsport, Pa., Rev. W. 
C. Rittenhouse, pastor, on Haster, there 
were 15 confirmed, 7 received by letter and 
reprofession, and 6 children baptized. 

Communions of the 3 congregations of 
Trumbauersville, Pa., Rev. J. B. Swartz, 
pastor, were well attended, 860 communing. 
Total offerings, $850; additions by letter 3, 
reprofession 2. 

In addition to the usual services of the 
Kaster season in First Church, Hamilton, 
O., Rev. W. B. Leis, pastor, there was a 
service of song and story Haster evening, 
entitled, “The Easter Guest.” 

President Geo. W. Richards preached the 
“marriage sermon” at the formal union of 
St. John’s congregation, 40th and Spring 
Garden Sts., with the Old First Church, 
50th and Locust Sts., on Sunday morning, 
Apr. 28. 

There were 40 received in St. John’s 
Church, Bedford, Pa., Dr. J. Albert Eyler, 
pastor; 21 by confirmation, 5 by letter and 
14 by reprofession. Total offering, $230, 
$160 of this for apportionment. 


There were 23 accessions to Trinity con- 
gregation, Conover, N. C., Rev. C. C. 
Wagoner, pastor; 9 by confirmation and 
14 by letter. Largest number communed 
in the history of the congregation. 


There were 15 additions to Christ 
Church, Martinsburg, W. Va., Dr. A. M. 
Gluck, pastor, at Easter time; 250 com- 
muned and envelope offerings for the day 
were $231, 


Total Easter offering in- Tabor Church, 
Philadelphia, Pa., Rev. E. H. Romig, pas- 
tor, was $355. Total additions, 40; 24 by 
confirmation, 16 by letter and 2 by repro- 
fession. Communed, 431. 


In First Church, Pitcairn, Pa., Rev. H. 
F. Loch, pastor, 10 new members received, 
133 members communed and offering of $80 
received at Easter. Cantata, “The Resur- 
rection Hope,” was sung Easter evening. 


There were 7 persons received in First 
Chureh, Shelby, Ohio, Rev. D. J. W. 
Noll, pastor, on Easter; 180 communed and 
total offering for all purposes during Lent 


O MOTHER, DEAR MOTHER! 
B. F. M. Sours 


O mother, dear mother, how glad is 
the day! 
We keep this pure Sabbath in 
memory true, 
For the past and the present are 
leagued in our song, 
And today we are bringing our 
garlands to you. 


Your wise heart is busy in planning 
and toil, 
Your hands are all red with the 
work of the home, 
Your voice of sweet song rings like 
clarion joy 
From the Land where the weary 
no longer shall roam. 


You snuggle me close when life’s 
battle is hard; 
You lift up your prayer to the 
Power in the skies, 
And behold strong swords flash and 
the enemy fiees, 
For your prayers brought that foe 
his mostly deadly surprise. 


Come, snuggle me close — tell me 
stories of Him, 
And may all my fond heart be 
enthralled with the tales 
That seem first like zephyrs of love 
from the skies, 
Then tornadoes of power, by your 
prayer that prevails. 


Mechanicsburg, Pa. 


and Haster was $191.05. 
ship is 225. 


Church member- 


Easter sunrise service was held at 6 A. 
M. in Christ Church, Lykens, Pa., Rev. 
W. R. Hartzell, pastor. Junior and senior 
choirs sang special music; 10 received by 
confirmation and 3 by letter. Haster offer- 
ings, $192.12. 

St. Mark’s Church, Easton, Pa., Rev. F. 
W. Teske, pastor, reported splendid Lenten 
and Haster season, with services unusually 
well attended. 381 new members were re- 
ceived by confirmation, 3 by letter and 22 
by renewal of faith; 725 communed. 

Palm Sunday and Kaster services were 
well attended in St. John’s Church, Tilla- 
mook, Ore., Rev. I. G. Nace, pastor, with 
largest communion in history of Church. 
Class of 12 confirmed Palm Sunday; 5 
received by letter and 3 by renewal. 

St. John’s, Lansdale, Pa., Rev. A. N. 
Sayres, pastor, has raised the remainder 
of the Building Fund Debt and is plan- 
ning a mortgage burning and anniversary 
service Sunday evening, May 5. On Palm 
Sunday 43 new members were welcomed. 

During Easter in Fourth Church, Harris- 
burg, Pa., Rev. A. M. Billman, pastor, 36 
new members received, 9 by confirmation, 
4 by profession and reprofession, 23 by 
letter; offerings $783.47. Holy Communion 
administered to 452. 

In Zion Church, N. Canton, O., Dr. M. E. 
Beck, pastor, there were 60 additions to 
membership on Haster; 13 infants were 
baptized and 692 communed. Cantatas, 
“From Death to Life” and “The Seven 
Words from the Cross” were sung. 


Largest number of communicants St. 
Paul’s Church, Johnstown, Pa., has ever 
had, a total of 195, Rev. James Carr, pas- 
tor. Offering for St. Paul’s Orphans’ Home, 
$55, and for Gospel support and benevo- 
lence, $65. 


Trinity Church, Connellsville, Pa., Rev. 
C. G. Shupe, pastor, reports a very profit- 
able Easter season, with services well at- 
tended 100% over last year. Holy Com- 
munion was observed Good Friday and 
Easter. Class of 8 received by baptism 
and confirmation. 


In First Church, Greensboro, N. C., Rev. 
W. C. Lyerly, pastor, 15 members were re- 
ceived by baptism and confirmation on 
Easter. Evangelistic services began April 
28, and a larger group is expected to be 
received later in May. 


Total offering in Zion Church, Hagers- 
town, Md., Dr. Scott R. Wagner, pastor, 
was $615. There were 22 received by con- 
firmation, 4 by letter and 3 by reprofession 
on Easter. 


Reception of members in Greencastle 
Charge, Rev. G. E. Plott, pastor, was as 
follows: Grace Church, 10 by confirmation 
and 3 by letter; Trinity Church, 3 by con- 
firmation. 


In Grace Church, Mt. Carmel, Pa., Rev. 
Dr. M. A. Peters, pastor, 17 received, 11 
by confirmation, 4 by reprofession and 2 
by letter; 6 infants and 1 adult were bap- 
tized. Total offering, $126. 


During the Easter season in Grace 
Church, Detroit, Mich., Rev. C. A. Albright, 
pastor, there were 7 in confirmation class, 
9 adult confirmations, 11 received by letter 
and 16 by renewal. There were 5 bap- 
tized; 403 communed and offerings of $250. 


Trinity Church, Broad and Venango Sts., 
Philadelphia, is observing the 66th anni- 
versary of its founding, the 23rd anni- 
versary of its present location, and the 
10th anniversary of the fruitful pastorate 
of the Rev. Purd E. Deitz. 


Dr. Schmidt of the “Messenger” had the — 


joy of assisting Dr. H. H. Ranck with the 
Holy Communion Easter morning service 
in Grace Church, Washington, D. C. The 
steady rain did not prevent a large and 
worshipful congregation attending the 
services. 


G 
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New Goshenhoppen Church, E. Green- Pm 


ville, Pa., Dr. Calvin M. DeLong, pastor, 
received 40 new members on Easter; 31 by 
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confirmation, 1 by reprofession and 8 by 
letter. Holy Communion was served to the 


largest number in the history of the 
Church. 
In Heidelberg Church, York, Pa., Rev. 


Robert Thena, pastor, attendance was the 
largest in years on Palm Sunday and 
Easter; 8S. 8. 762, only 47 less than total; 
609 communed; 44 accessions—28 by con- 
fession, 6 by renewal and 10 by certificate. 
S. S. offering, $295. 

Largest Communion in present pastorate 
was observed at Haster in St. John’s 
Church, Waukegan, Ill, Rev. J. N. Naly, 
pastor. Since Jan. 1, there have been 4 
children baptized, 6 young people confirm- 
ed and 2 renewals. Regular offerings have 
increased about $30. 

Largest number of present pastorate, 
511, attended Easter service in 1mmanuel 
Church, Indianapolis, Ind., Rey. H. F. 
Weckmueller, pastor; 8 adults were re- 
ceived into membership, bringing Lenten 
accessions to 17. Mother and Daughter 
Banquet will be held May 7. 

Easter dawn service was held in St. 
Mark’s Cemetery, Allentown, Pa., Rev. C. 
D. Kressley, pastor, at 6 A. M. Holy Com- 
munion morning and evening. Plans are 
being made to observe the d50th anni- 
versary of the Church in June. 

Faith Church, Philadelphia, Rey. W. R. 
Shaffer, pastor, climaxed on Easter Sunday 
a very joyful Lenten season. Attendance 
Palm Sunday morning was 3938, evening 
176. Easter Sunday attendance was 444; 
offering $600; 27 new members received 
during this season. 

Rey. Paul C. Shumaker, who is supplying 
Trinity Church, Rockwood, Pa., confirmed 
6, baptized 1 infant and served Holy Com- 
munion to 94, Attendance was good; of- 
fering $44. In St. Paul’s Church, Wills 
Creek, he confirmed 8, of whom 2 received 
adult baptism; 1 infant baptized. 

On Palm Sunday in Memorial Church, 
Easton, Pa., Rev. J. P. Dieffenderter, pas- 
tor, there were 26 confirmed and 17 receiv- 
ed by letter and reprotession. There were 
services from Tuesday to Friday of Holy 
Week and Holy Communion Good Friday 
and Easter. Reception for new members 

yas held Apr. 24. 

In Zion Church, Womelsdorf, Pa., Rev. 
H. J. Miller, pastor, 14 were received by 
confirmation, 3 by certificate, and 4 by re- 
profession; 310 communed Easter Sunday. 
The Church was beautifully decorated by 
Dr. and Mrs. John E. Livingoud of Wyo- 
missing, in memory of Dr. Livingood’s 
mother, Mrs. Elsie M. Livingoud. 

Total accessions in Trinity Church, Can- 
ton, O., Dr. H. N. Kerst, pastor, numbered 
63; 42 young people were confirmed Palm 
Sunday; 21 adults united with the Church 
Good Friday. A musical was given Haster 
Sunday at 7.30 P. M., under direction of 
Mrs. Penniman, assisted by Mrs. Gail Wat- 
son Cable, violinist, and Mrs, Lawrence, 
pianist. 

There were 10 confirmed in St. Stephen’s 
Church, Lebanon, Pa., Rev. P. EH. Swope, 
pastor, 2 received by letter and 7 by re- 
profession. Easter offering, $234. In Len- 
ten Leadership Training Class, 11 credits 
were earned. Reception for new members 
Apr. 24, Rey. David Lockart giving the 
address. 


Stainer’s “Crucifixion” was presented 
by the choir of First Chureh, Wilkes-Barre, 
Pa., Rev. Dr. H. S. May, pastor, on Good 
Friday. Large Communion on Easter; 20 
confirmed, 10 received by letter, 6 by re- 
newal and 8 previously received; offerings, 
#435. Reception given new members Apr. 
25, Deacon A. R. Hildebrand presiding. 
Brief addresses by Elders W. H. Smith 
and W. J. Clewall, and Deacon T. H. Hahn, 


Holy Week, preparatory and confirma- 
tion services of the Annville Charge, Dr. 
K. Otis Spessard, pastor, were well at- 
tended, with largest Haster Communions; 
31 additions. Special offerings of $190 
were received and expect to pay appor- 


tionment in full. Hill.Chureh plans ex 
tensive renovation during the summer, 

Trinity Church, Skippack, Rev. Carl G. 
Petri, pastor, had largest Easter morning 
attendance in 5 years; 7 members added 
and apportionment paid in full to date. 
8S. S. Easter program consisted of pageant 
by the older girls and 2 Biblical dramas (a 
new feature for this Church) by the Ush- 
ers’ Assoc. A lighted cross was displayed 
in the Church belfry during Holy Week. 

Easter records from Christ Chureh, Hag- 
erstown, Md., Rev. H. A. Fesperman, pas- 
tor, are as follows: 45 new members, 718 
communed (largest number in history of 
Church), offering $602, S. S. attendance 
713, and 204 men present in Clever Bible 
Class. A gift of $1,200 was given by the 
Mary and Martha Class, the Mite Society 
and the Berean Class for parsonage debt. 

Tohickon Charge, Perkasie, Pa., Rev. S. 
K. Moyer, pastor, reports offerings of $575 
for current expenses and $338 for appor- 
tionment. 20 new members received, 13 by 
confirmation, 3 by letter and 4 by repro- 
fession; 559 communed. Special Foreign 
Mission offering was $243.90. A group of 
25 heard Westminster Choir at Princeton, 
Haster Sunday afternoon. 

An enlarged choir in St. Paal’s Church, 
Greenville, O., Rev. E. V. Loucks, pastor, 
sang Gilbert’s “The Day of Triumph” on 
Palm Sunday night. Passion Week services 
were splendidly supported. During Church 
School hour, Easter pageant, “The Glad 
Message”, and children’s program were 
given. At morning worship, 4 children 
were baptized, 6 young people confirmed 
and 4 adults received by letter. 

On Palm Sunday, 8 young people were 
confirmed in St. Luke’s Church, Wilkes- 
Barre, Pa., Rev. H. A. Shiffer, pastor. On 
Mar. 28, 2 adults confirmed. Also 8 acces- 
sions by renewal and 1 by letter during 
Lent. Church attendance established a new 
high record. Holy Communion was cele- 
brated Easter Sunday morning and eve- 
ning, 82% of membership communing. All 
services featured with special music by 
senior and junior choirs. 

In Myerstown, Church, Pa., Rev. David 
Lockart, pastor, a very happy and _ profit- 
able Holy Week and Easter. Class of 9 
boys and girls confirmed, 10 children bap- 
tized, 11 adults added, 4 by letter and 7 
by reprofession, none of whom had ever 


been members of any Church. 8S. S. at- 
tendance on Haster established a record, 
and Communion was one of the largest 


ever held in the Church. Offering, $514. 


Gene Stone, of the Palatinate Church, 
Phila., Pa., is chairman of the radio com- 


Gene Stone 


mittee of the Quaker City Christian En- 
deavorers, who are preparing for the con 
vention of the International Society of 
Christian Endeavor in Philadelphia from 
July 2 to7 next. The radio group is taking 
charge of publicity over the air and broad- 
casts to be made in connection with the 
convention program, Stone, who is the 
son of the late Rev. John E. Stone and 
Mrs. Nellie C. Stone, 1247 N. 55th St., 
Phila., is the youngest member on the 
Executive Committee of the International 
Society of C. E. He is a former president 


of the Philadelphia C. E. Union and is a 
graduate of Temple University. At the 
present time Stone is studying for the 
ministry in the School of Theology at 
Temple. 


All attendance records were broken in 
First Church §. S., Canton, O., Dr. R. W. 
Blemker, pastor, with a total of 1,136 pres- 
ent and offerings of $404.56. During Easter 
morning service, 21 children were baptized. 
There was special Easter music at all ser- 
vices. On the evening of Mother’s Day, 
dramatic club of Heidelberg College will 
present a play, “Saint Claudia”. in the par- 
ish house. 

Holy Week and Easter services were 
well attended in Bethany Chureh, Bethle- 
hem, Pa., Rev. H. I. Crow, pastor. 469 
received Holy Communion, the largest num- 
ber in the history of the Church; 25 were 
confirmed, 4 received by letter and 12 by 
renewal, a total of 41. Offering for interest 
fund was $865.2 Interesting Church 
School Easter festival was held Haster 
Sunday evening. 

In Christ’s Memorial Church, W. Hazle- 
ton, Pa., Rev. E. F. Faust, pastor, 9 re- 
ceived by confirmation on Palm Sunday; 
on Good Friday, 11 adults received by let- 
ter and reprofession. ‘Communion observed 
at all services Easter, with 75% of mem- 
bership communing. Membership is now 
420. In the evening, the young people pre- 
sented a pageant, “The Open Tomb”. Total 
offering for expense and benevolence, $295, 

There were 42 received in Faith Church, 
Lancaster, Pa., Rev. D. G. Glass, pastor, 


‘during the Easter season; 31 by confirma- 


tion, 9 by renewal, 2 by certificate; 478 


communed. Communion service was held 
at Rossmere Sanatorium for 23 patients. 


Senior choir sang cantatas Apr. 7 and 21. 
Guest preachers during Lent were Revs. H. 
S. Shelley, C. H. Kichline, Fred D. Pentz 
Walter C. Pugh, and L. C. T. Miller. 
Magyar Church, Morgantown, W. Va., 
Rev. Stephen Borsos, pastor, attendance 


during Holy Week was 252; offering 
$45.55; 93 communed. Week day school 
enrollment is $171; average attendance 


weekly, 132. Average attendance at S. 8. 
is 22. Easter Church service was held at 
10.30 A. M.; sermon subject, “He Is 
Risen”; Holy Communion was administer- 
ed at 11.30. 

Total accessions in St. John’s Church, 
Phoenixville, Pa., Rev. A. A. Hartman, 
pastor, was 22; 16 by confirmation of boys 
and girls and 6 adults. Communion was 
largest in history of the Church; total 
offering $300. The choir, vested for the 
first time, in black gowns and white sur- 
plices, sang “Olivet to Calvary.” From 
this congregation, there were 4 who won 
prizes in Classical Stewardship Essay and 
Poster Contest. 

Lenten and Easter services were well 
attended in Trinity Church, Tamaqua, Pa., 
Rev. Dr. A. C. Thompson, pastor. Young 
people’s communion on Thursday evening 
of Holy Week was of special interest; they 
came to the Lord’s Table by confirmation 
classes of years 1924-1934. It was the 
largest communion Trinity ever had. Con- 
firmed 38; received by renewal and letter 
4; expense offering $152; for apportion- 
ment $325. An exceptional musical service 
was given by the choir Easter Sunday 
evening. 

Philippus Evangelical and Reformed 
Church, Cincinnati, Ohio, Rev. Gerhard W. 
Grauer, minister, observed a very success- 
ful Lenten period. During Holy Week 


aa REFORMED 


CHURCH 


1,863 people communed. In the Good Fri- 
day evening service, 858 communed. The 
mid-week Lenten services show an average 
of over 500. Palm Sunday, Good Friday, 
und Easter services each had an attend- 
ance of over 1,050. The Easter offering, 
without the assistance of any societies, 
will approximate $1,000. 

In First Church, Lexington, N. C., Dr. J. 
C. Leonard, pastor, 10 days of Lenten 
evangelistic services preceded Easter, Rev. 
J. A. Palmer and Dr. J. D. Andrew preach- 
ing the sermons. Good Friday night, a 
service of the “Crucifixion” was illustrated 
with a large electric cross. At Holy Com- 
munion, Easter Sunday morning, 25 new 
members received. In the evening, choir of 
Catawba College gave a splendid program 
of Easter music. Offering for all purposes, 
$265.50. 

Kaster festival was greatly enjoyed by 
St. John’s Church, St. Johns, Pa., Rev. T. 
C. Hesson, pastor. Communion was the 
largest for many years. Class of 19 was 
confirmed, 3 added by certificate, 4 by re- 
profession. Offering over $100. 8S. S. pre- 
sented Easter pageant entitled, “Welcome, 
Happy Morn”, directed by Church organ- 
ist, Miss May Woodring; the children pre- 
sented their program. Church services well 
attended during Lent. 

Total accessions in Trinity Church, 
Canton, O., Rev. Dr. H. Nevin Kerst, pas- 
tor, were 65; 1,400 communed on Easter 
(largest Easter record) and 1,201 attend- 
ed 8. S. Beautiful and brilliant musicale 
aster evening. Over 3,300 people attend- 
ed Easter day services with Church filled 
3 times in the morning; 14 baptisms and 
large offerings. It was a joyous and soul- 
satisfying day. 

Rev. I. George Nace, of Tillamook, Ore., 
reports that he and his family are enjoy- 
ing the great Northwest. He is finding a 
constant need for extra parochial work and 
has been asked to serve on the teaching 
staff of the Leadership Training Camp of 
our Evangelical and Reformed Church at 
Camp Hillockburn, Estacada, Ore., in Au- 
gust. An Oregon Council of Churches has 
recently been formed and Mr. Nace was 
elected a member-at-large. 

Lemasters Charge, Pa., Rev. H. M. Light, 
pastor, reports the following of services 
Palm Sunday and Easter: baptisms 8, con- 
firmed 12, received by letter 2, communed 
285. Offerings, including self-denial en- 
velopes, $259. Amounts in. special Lenten 
envelopes applied on apportionment, Addi- 
tional feature of work in this Charge is 
publication of parish paper. Second issue 
appeared during Lent and is counted as 
an aid in making possible inereased  spir- 
itual interest. 

Average attendance in Grace Church, 
Jeannette, Pa., Rev. Ralph S. Weiler, pas- 
tor, has been A. M. 321 and P. M. 296 for 
the first 4 months of the year. On Easter, 
there were 346 at dawn service, 637 at 
morning and 285 at evening services. Of- 
fering was $466. Appropriate plans are 
being made for Mother’s Day; morning 
service especially for mothers and sons 
and evening for mothers and daughters, 
with a pageant entitled, “Mother, Queen 
of our Hearts”. Offering on this day will 
be given to the Old Folks’ Home. 


Kaster dawn service was held at 5 
A. M. in the Plainfield Charge, Belfast, 
Pa., Rev. W. H. Brong, pastor, and at 6 
A. M. in Faith Church, Pen Argyl. Holy 
Communion was celebrated in Belfast 
Church at 10 A. M. with 87 communing 
and 1 member received by letter. In Faith 
Church, Holy Communion was celebrated 
KNaster evening, when 83 communed and 8 
were added by confirmation and 1 by re- 
newal. Large audiences attended beautiful 
KNaster pageants given by the young peo- 
ple. 

Confirmation services were held Apr. 12 
in St. Jehn’s Church, Kutztown, Pa., Rev. 
Ek. K. Angstadt, pastor; 10 young people 
confirmed and 1 person received by letter. 
Approximate attendance at 2 services Apr. 
14 was 650; 300 communed. C. FE. Society, 
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recently organized, is doing fine work and 
had charge of evening worship Apr. 28. 
On Apr. 23, Men’s League entertained 
about 100 members and friends at a Dutch 
Supper which was very enjoyable. Con- 
versation, principal speaker, costumes and 
refreshments were all Pennsylvania Ger- 
man, 


In Coplay Charge, Rev. B. M. Werk- 
heiser, pastor, Haster Communions_ best 
attended of the present pastorate. In St. 


John’s, Mickleys, 293 communed. In Trin- 
ity, Coplay, 25 were confirmed and 333 
communed; 9 new members received in 
the Charge by letter and _ reprofession. 
Total attendance at mid-week Lenten ser- 
vices was 1,032 in Trinity Church, an aver- 
age of 147. Guest speakers during this 
season were Revs. F. D. Slifer, W. C. 
Mantz, W. H. Brong, J. L. Guth, and 
the pastor’s wife. 

Special services were held each Wednes- 
day evening and on Thursday and Friday 
evenings of Holy Week in our Church of 
Delaware, O., Rev. E. E. Young, pastor. 
Services largely attended. Attendance 
Palm Sunday and Easter the largest of 
the pastorate. On Easter, 2 children bap- 
tized and 2 more members received; a total 
of 7 since beginning of year. Confirmation 
postponed for several weeks. The young 
people held sunrise service, sang for shut- 
ins and returned to Church for Easter 
breakfast. Pastor’s appeal to the young peo- 
ple has had splendid response. 


Services were well attended in St. Paul’s 
Church, Bronx, N.- Y., Rev. J. Schmitt, 
pastor, on Thursday, Good Friday and 
Easter, at which time Holy Communion 
was observed. Attendance Palm Sunday 
was 446; 30 catechumens, 4 adults received 
into membership. Children’s service Good 
Friday at 10 A. M., with good attendance. 
Pastor Schmitt confirmed his 30th class 
Palm Sunday, totaling 986 young people 
confirmed by him, among whom was Rev. 
Philip H. Goertz, who spoke at service of 
Apr. 28, for reunion of all confirmed. 


St. John’s Church, Defiance, O., Rev. Al- 
fred Grether, pastor, had a splendid rating 
in pre-Easter campaign for increasing at- 
tendance. On Haster, 200 mark was passed; 
4 infants and 1 adult baptized; 12 confirm- 
ed and 8 received by profession. Holy 
Communion was administered to 152; of- 
fering $51.74. The pastor was 1 of 4 
speakers at the city’s 2-hour Good Friday 
service in the community auditorium. 
Zion, Sherwood, which is being supplied by 
Rey. Mr. Grether, received 5 new members; 
40 communed. 


The Evangelical Reformed Church, Fred- 
erick, Md., Rev. Dr. Henri L. G. Kieffer, 
pastor, held services each evening of Holy 
Week and Good Friday morning. Holy 
Communion was administered Thursday 
evening and Easter Sunday morning. The 
pastor was assisted Thursday by Dr. J. H. 
Apple and on Good Friday and Easter 
mornings by Dr. Henry I. Stahr, president 
of Hood College. There were 22 young 
people confirmed and 6 adults received by 
letter on Palm Sunday. The pipe organ, 
which has been entirely rebuilt, was dedi- 
cated and used for the first time Easter 
Sunday. ; 


Lenten and Easter services in Faith 
Chureh, Baltimore, Md., Rey. F, A. Rosen- 
berger, pastor, very well attended. Fine 
concert given by combined chorus of choirs 
under direction of Mrs. M. H. Way, dur- 
ing Holy Week. 13 new members re- 
ceived; 328 communed on Easter, total 
offering, $455. Congregation recently 
raised $104 toward Foreign Mission debt. 
Plans are being made for memorial service 
on May 26, to honor the memory of the 


benefactor of the Church, Mr. Rufus 
Woods. 
Communion and confirmation services 


held at Duncannon Charge, Pa., Rev. Chas. 
R. Hartman, pastor; 12 accessions by con- 
firmation and adult baptism, 1 by repro- 
fession. Large attendance, liberal offering. 
Offering at Marysville on Easter $270. 
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St. Luke’s Church, North Wales, Pa., 
Rev. J. M. Herzog, pastor, received into 
membership 3 by confirmation, 4 by letter, 
and 4 by reprofession. Offering for ap- 
portionment $103.53 and for congrega- 
tional purposes $150.88. Auditorium filled 
on both Palm Sunday and Easter, 


Rev. Dr. J. N. LeVan, Salem Church, 
Harrisburg, Pa., began the 7th year of his 
pastorate, during which time membership 
has increased from 440 to 658. Church 
School membership has also increased. 
On Palm Sunday, the pastor confirmed 
10 and on Easter received 14 by 
renewal and 9 by letter, making a total of 
52 for the year. 75% of members com- 
muned on Kaster. Self-denial and Easter 
offering, $1,030; Foreign Mission offering, 
$482, and special offerings since Jan. 1, 
$606; apportionment paid to May 1. This 
is evidence of interest of the people of 
Salem in spiritual things. 


‘Catechetical class was confirmed on Palm 
Sunday in Christ Mission, McAdoo, Pa., 
Dr. C. E. Carrell, pastor. Dr. Charles E. 
Schaeffer of Philadelphia conducted the 
services. Holy Week services were con- 
ducted by Revs. E. F. Faust, I. G. Snyder, 
T. C. Hesson and Student Kish, of MeAdoo. 
These were largely attended. Rey. O. F. 
Schaeffer of Berwick conducted Commun- 
ion services Easter. Attendance was 311, 
195 communed and total offering was 
$71.05. The pastor, who has been absent 
for 16 weeks, because of illness, was pres- 
ent at 10 A. M. service. He is improving 
and will be able, it is hoped, to resume 
his duties in a few weeks. 

There were services each evening of Holy 
Week in First Church, Burlington, N. C., 
Rev. B. J. Peeler, pastor. Representative 
pastors of the community were guest 
preachers: Revs. H. G. Fisher, W. A. Cade, 
R. L. Jerome, A. D. Kinnett and Dr. J. H. 
Lightbourne. Easter at 6 A. M., the choir, 
augmented by voices from the community, 
50 in number, sang “Everlasting Life,” 
under direction of Mrs. H. W. Coble. The 
rendition was a splendid piece of work, 


devotional and inspiring, with pana : 


effective choruses. Holy Communion a 
ministered Good Friday and Easter. Ef- 
forts to gain additions to the Chureh will 
culminate at Pentecost. 


Communion services were held at Ger- 
mano and Carrollton, O., Rev. H. N. Smith, 
pastor, on Apr. 14 and 21. Attendance 
at the Lord’s Supper was good and each 
congregation sent $50 for benevolence dur- 
ing first quarter. Special Easter service 
at Germano in evening. lJLadies’ Aid at 
Carrollton gathered funds for papering of 
3 rooms in parsonage, much to the joy 0 
the occupants. Apr. 1 marked beginn 
of 6th year of present pastorate. Fol 
ing are statistics for 5 years: sermons | 


tures 71, baptism of infants 31, ad 
weddings 12, members received 76, 
visits 2,082, miles travelled Ba sb 
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Easter time proved a season of great 
spiritual blessing in First Church. Alliance, 
O., Rey. Ewald Sommerlatte, pastor. At- 
tendance at Lenten services was good and 
at Good Friday union service, over 400 
were present. Preparatory service was 
held Good Friday evening. There were 
171 at Easter sunrise service, which was 
followed by a breakfast. Attendance at 
Holy Communion was the best on record; 
11 boys and girls were confirmed and 10 
received by reprofession and letter; 11 
children were baptized. “The Living 
Christ” was sung by the choir, supported 
by an ensemble from the orchestra, Easter 
Sunday evening. This was under direc- 
tion of the pastor, to a large audience. 

Olivet Church, Logan, Philadelphia, en- 
joyed the largest Easter Communion in its 
history. The offering, $2,787.30, went over 
the top. New members added, 15: 8 by 
confirmation, 3 by reprofession, and 4 by 
letter. KHaster evening the young people 
presented the sacred drama, “The Way of 
The decorations were simply 
beautiful. On Palm Sunday evening a 
choir of 32 voices rendered Maunder’s 
“Olivet to Calvary.” On the evening of 
Apr. 28 the Bible Drama, “Faith Is the 
Victory” was rendered in charge of Mrs. 
Jno. EK. Michael. On Thufsday, Apr. 24, we 
regret to say, the faithful pastor of Olivet, 
Dr. Maurice Samson, was the victim of an 
accident, and is confined to his home with 
a fractured ankle. 

Trinity Church, E. Petersburg, Pa., Rev. 
W. C. Pugh, pastor, held spring Communion 
service Palm Sunday. The Church was 
well filled and 180 people communed. At 
this service 9 new members were admitted. 
The pastor preached the last of a series of 
sermons dealing with the passion season, 
“The Immortal Christ.” Easter evening, a 
musical service was presented;  Bach’s 
“Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring,” was played 
by John Rowe .Workman of Lancaster, 
after which the crucifixion and resurree- 
tion of Christ was given in scripture and 
song. Mr. Hiester Philips sang “Jeru- 
salem”; Misses Patience Garretson, Marion 
Hostetter, violinists, and Edna 8. Goch- 
naur, pianist, played a selection and ac- 
companied congregational singing. 

Jefferson Charge, Md., Rev. Dr. Atvill 
Conner, pastor, united with Methodist and 
Lutheran in union services during Holy 
Week. Guest preachers were Revs. Harvey 
S. Shue, Ralph E. Hartman, EK. A. G. Her- 
mann, G. K. Ely and Dr. John Traver. 
Confirmation and Communion service was 
held Easter Sunday; 2 girls and 4 boys 
were confirmed and an unusually large 
number communed. At Feagaville, the 
Church, held union service with the Luth- 
eran on Thursday evening in the Lutheran 
Chureh, Dr. Atvill Conner in charge. Ser- 
vice was held in the Reformed Church 
Good Friday, Rev. George Seiler in charge. 
On Easter Sunday, Holy Communion was 
administered and an elderly lady was re- 
ceived by reprofession. Because of sick- 
ness, attendance not as large as usual. 


Special Lenten and Holy Week services 
were well attended in Emanuel Church, 
Minersville, Pa., Rev. O. R. Frantz, pas- 
tor. On Palm Sunday morning, 5 were 
received by confirmation, Holy Commun- 
ion was observed Easter Sunday morning 
and evening, with very satisfactory at- 
tendance. Junior and senior choirs sang 
special music and there were many dona- 
tions of flowers as decorations and me- 
morials. Total Easter offerings were $210. 
The S. S. donated 2 new sets altar and 
pulpit covers. A beautiful Easter drama 
was presented on Easter Monday. Prior 
to Easter, the pastor’s wife and her assist- 
‘ants conducted Children’s Bible School 
for 1 evening a week for 20 weeks, with 
geod results. 

Beautiful and inspiring service was held 
in Christ Church, Shepherdstown, W. Va., 
Palm Sunday morning, Rev. J. E. Guy, 

astor. The pastor dedicated memorials 
and gifts of a Bible for the pulpit, given 
by Mrs. G. J. Miller; chimes and vox hu- 
mana stop for the organ presented by Mrs. 
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Kate M. Valentine of Los Angeles, Calif., 
in memory of her mother and grandmother, 
Mrs. Catherine Baldwin and Mrs. Jane F. 
Lambert, and 2 sets of altar cloths, made 
and presented by the Ladies’ Aid Society. 
A feature of the service was the organ 
program by Mrs. C. N. Byron, bringing 
into use the gifts which had been installed. 
The pastor preached an inspiring sermon, 
followed by confirmation service at which 
5 persons were received into the Church. 

In Youngwood-Harrolds Charge, Rey. John 
A. IXleinginna, pastor, Lenten and Haster 
seasons closed with large ingatherings in 
both Churches. In St. John’s 2 were con- 
firmed, 2 received by reprofession and 2 
baptized; present membership 140. 107 
members communed Palm Sunday. Total 
offering was $75. In Youngwood, 9 were 
confirmed, 4 received by reprofession, 3 by 
letter. and 3 adults and 3 children baptiz- 
ed. Present membership, 212, probably the 
largest in the history of the congregation. 
155 members communed on Easter. Total 
offering, $152. Cantata, “The Promise of 
Easter”, presented by junior choir under 
direction of Mrs. H. E. Kimmel, on Palm 
Sunday evening. Large congregations at 
all services on Good Friday. 

Interior of Trinity Church, MeCutchen- 
ville, O., Rev. P. W. Lammers, pastor, was 
redecorated and paid for by the combined 
efforts of Women’s Society, S. 8S. and 
Church. The 3 Churches of the community 
united in Lenten services and Good Friday 
service. At*the latter, Rev. W. E. Putt, 
supply pastor of M. E. Church, gave the 
first meditation, Rev. John Wicherson of 
the. Presbyterian Church, the second, and 
the pastor of Trinity the third. All ser- 
vices well attended. Community choir gave 
excellent Easter cantata. On Palm Sunday, 
14 received, 2 by letter and 12 by confirma- 
tion. Easter Sunday morning the young 
people had sunrise service and breakfast. 
Over 200 present at 8. 8. and Church ser- 
vice. Holy Communion observed at morn- 
ing worship and administered to shut-ins in 
afternoon. 

The Third Annual Church School Work- 
ers Conference of Philadelphia Classis will 
be held Thursday, May 9, 6.30 P. M. at 
Christ Church, Marshall and Noble Sts., 
Norristown. The Fellowship Dinner is 50¢ 
per plate. At 7.30 P. M., Rev. Fred D. 
Wentzel speaks on the home as a Christian 
educational agency. At 8.30 P. M. the fol- 
lowing group conferences will be held: 1, 
Children’s Leaders and Cradle Roll Work- 
ers, led by Mrs. Gladys C. Mathias, Allen- 
town. 2, Young People’s Leaders, led by 
Rev. Fred D. Wentzel. 8, Parent and Adult 
Leaders, led by Dr. Nevin C, Harner, Lan- 
caster. 4, Administrative and Home De- 
partment Leaders, led by Dr. C. A. Hauser. 
Rey. G. H. Gebhardt is chairman of the 
Classical Committee. 

Easter accessions in Deep Creek Charge, 
Rev. H. J. Naftzinger, Hegins, Pa., pastor, 
were: Friedens 10, 6 by confirmation and 
4 by letter; St. Paul’s, 7 by confirmation; 
Christ 10, 9 by confirmation and 1 by let- 
ter. Unique and impressive service was 
held in Friedens Church on Palm Sunday. 
In connection with confirmation and re- 
ception of members, a group of girls pre- 
sented a palm pantomime to the hymn, 
“Beneath the Cross of Jesus”. “The Palms” 
and “Lift Up Your Heads” were sung by 
the choir. Attendance 178. Christ S. 8. 
presented “Pilgrims of the Way” during 
Easter season, to a filled house. This 8. 8. 
had a_ record-breaking attendance on 
Easter, while Christ Church had the larg- 
est Communion in its history of over 60 
years, St. Paul’s Church had 175 present 
at Palm Sunday Communion, one of the 
largest in its history. 8. S. gave “The Holy 
Sepulcher” Easter Sunday evening. Choir 
Church presented cantata, 
“Penitence, Pardon and Peace”, in a most 
creditable manner on Apr. 18, which will 
be repeated in Christ Church May 5 and 
St. John’s May 19. 

In St. John’s Church, Johnstown, Pa., 
Dr. J. Harvey Mickley, pastor, the attend- 
ance during Holy Week and Easter ex- 


ceeded ali records, as did the Communion, 
by 40. Additions to membership 11, 8 hay- 
ing been received by confirmation on Palm 
Sunday. Larger Kaster 8. S. attendance 
than ever. ‘the 12 congregations of the 
central part of the «ty conducted a 
reaching Mission for Z% weeks before 
Kaster, Bishop Leonard of Pittsburgh 
preaching. These largely attended services 
were deeply spiritual and helped to prepare 
the way for Holy Week and Easter. St. 
John’s has continuously used the duplex 
envelopes since 1900, being one of the tirst 
2 congregations in the city to adopt this 
system. aster offerings were $z07, of 
which $73 was for apportionment. 

Holy Communion was celebrated at each 
Chureh of Carrothers Charge, Bioomville, 
O., Rev. H. E. Weber, pastor, during April. 
These were well attended. St. John’s otfer- 
ing for apportionment was $150. Public 
examination of catechetical classes was 
Apr. 7, a class of 7 being prepared at a 
later date. At College Hill Church, 2 chil- 
dren were confirmed Palm Sunday. Holy 
Week services were held each evening from 
Monday to Thursday with guest preachers 
in the pulpit: Revs. D. J. W. Noll, A. H. 
Achtermann, W. L. Margard, and C. H. 
Riedesel. Good Friday services, German 
in the morning and English in the evening, 
were conducted by the pastor. Easter sun- 
rise service was held at Salem Church 6.15 
A. M.; 2 children were confirmed at Chat- 
field Church. 

Lenten services of Trinity Church, Mor- 
mon Coulee, Wis., Rev. E. R. Vornholt, 
pastor, culminated in an LHaster service 
where Holy Communion was celebrated. 
On Palm Sunday, 6 children were confirm- 
ed and 2 adults received by letter. That 
evening, the choir, robed for the first 
time, sang, “Christ, the Victor.” John 
Coleman Evans sang several solos. Good 
Friday evening, an illuminated cross was 
dedicated and the Holy Supper served to 
50. On Easter Sunday morning, children 
of the school presented a program before 
the worship hour. Sermon subject was 
“When Does Life Begin?”; 103 additional 
guests were served the Lord’s Supper. 
Average attendance at morning service 
during Lent was 158; evening, 92. Minne- 
sota Classis meets here Apr. 30 in official 
session, Rev. Walter J. Stuckey, Wabasha, 
Minn., president. 

The marriage of Miss Elsie M. Keeny 
and Rey. Charles M. Rissinger was solemn- 
ized on the afternoon of Easter Monday 
in Myerstown Church, Myerstown, Pa., by 
Rey. David Lockart, pastor. Mr. and Mrs. 
Paul A. Weirich, brother-in-law and sister 
of the bride, attended the couple. Rey. 
Mr. Lockart was assisted by Rey. Luther 
B. Klick, son-in-law of the groom. The 
bride is the accomplished daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. John H. Keeny, and has been a 
successful music teacher in her community 
and county. Her Church has been a great 
center of interest and devotion to her and 
she has served as pianist of the Sunday 
School since girlhood, and as a member of 
the Church choir. She is also past presi- 
dent of the W. M. 8. Rev. Mr. Rissinger 
has served Bethel Charge for 24 years and 
has been most successful in his ministry. 
They will take up their residence in the 
parsonage in Fredericksburg. 

In St. Peter’s Church, Laneaster, Pa., 
Rey. J. E. Wagner, pastor, 11 young people 
were confirmed Palm Sunday and 2 receiv- 
ed by transfer, making present ~member- 
ship 333. Easter Communion was largest 
in Church’s history. Attendance at mid- 
week Lenten services averaged 20% higher 
than 1934, Easter offerings and contribu- 
tions to building fund enabled Church to 
pay $3850 on small debt remaining on the 
Church, and deficit in current expense ac- 
count paid. Apportionment is paid ahead 
of schedule and present total toward For- 
eign Mission debt is $455.03., not counting 
large gifts from individuals. Gowns for 
choir and minister were introduced Palm 
Sunday. The Church hopes to expand 
Easter sunrise service in Buchanan Park, 
which they sponsored this year, into an 
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interdenominational project next year. 
Whitsunday and for the fall, a congrega- 
tion-wide education project centering in 
“The Bible: How We Got It; What ls In 
It; How To Use It,” tentative plans for 
which will be discussed at next monthly 
conference of Church School workers. 

April was a very busy month in St. 
Johns Church, Kannapolis, N. C., Dr. L. 
A. Peeler, pastor. During the first week, 
Rey. B. J. Peeler of Burlington was guest 
preacher in evangelistic services. Attend- 
ance good in spite of unfavorable weather, 
«pr. ¢ was decision day in §S. S. Visita- 
tion evangelistic work between Apr. 7 and 
21. Though it was a wet day, there was 
an encouraging number at Easter dawn 
service and following services. Holy Com- 
munion at 11 A. M., when 16 were re- 
ceived into the Chureh, An interesting 
song and story service, centering around 
the cross, at 7.30 P. M. Miss Willette 
Barger is now pianist and music director, 
the result of whose work was particularly 
successful at Easter. Men’s League month- 
ly meeting Apr. 10, with program in charge 
of President F. J. Powell. A minister and 
layman from Charlotte were guest speak- 
ers. Supper served by older group of W. 
M. 8S. Holy Communion at St. Paul’s Apr. 
14; 1 young lady received. At Keller, 
Holy Communion Apr. 7, and on Apr. 21, 
supply pastor baptized infant daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Vance Patterson with water 
from the River Jordan. 

Almost 1,100 communed in St. Mark’s 
Chureh, Reading, Pa., Rev. G. R. Poetter, 
pastor, on Good Friday night and Easter 
Sunday morning; 54 new members, 33 con- 
firmed, 14 by reprofession and 7 by cer- 
tificate. Attendance Palm Sunday, Wed- 
nesday, Thursday, Friday of Holy Week 
and Easter Sunday morning was 4,413. Of- 
ferings larger than in 1934. Pastor was 
presented with gown by Mother’s Class. 
Pastor and choir are now gowned. Class 
of 1985 was given a banquet Apr. 24 with 
Rev. Thomas Smythe, pastor of St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Church, as speaker. 70 men of 
Men’s Club visited Textile Machine Works, 
Wyomissing, Apr. 25. Officials made the 
visit quite attractive to the men, who 
were more than pleased. Youth Day was 
observed Apr. 28 in the 8. 8. Addresses 
were delivered by Miss Helen I. Mar- 
burger for Camp Fire Girls and Miss 
Margaret Burket for Sunshine Division, 
and in the morning worship, conducted by 
the pastor, with addresses by Miss Mary 
Gibney for G. M. G. and John B. Zinn for 
Y. P. 8. C. E. Last Hymn-Sing by choir 
and congregation was held at evening ser- 
vice. S. S. will observe 52nd anniversary 
May 5. The late Rev. Dr. Henry Mosser 
was the founder. 

In Christ Church, Philadelphia, Rev. 
Aaron R. Tosh, pastor, there was a larger 
attendance at all services during Lenten 
season than for some years, culminating 
on Easter morning with largest attend- 
ance in the past 12 years. Holy Commun- 
ion was celebrated at morning service by 
the pastor, assisted by Dr. J. Rauch Stein. 
v2 members were received into the Church. 
Among those received by letter from St. 
John’s Church were Dr. and Mrs, Conrad 
Hauser, Mrs. Robert O’Boyle and Mrs. A. 
R. Bartholomew. Ladies’ Auxiliary under 
direction of Mrs. Frank Hewitt, Presi- 
dent, met at the Church Apr. 26 and plan- 
ned spring activities. On Apr. 29, 8. 8S. 
Superintendents Assoc. of the Reformed 
Churches of Philadelphia met in the 
Chureh, Dr. Conrad Hauser making the ad- 
dress. Annual congregational meeting was 
held May 1 at 8 P. M. After devotional 
service, organizations made reports of 
their work, followed by election of of- 
ficers. Refreshments were served and a 
social hour followed. Men’s Night will be 
observed May 13 at 8 P. M. Young men 
and old are invited. Mr. Alvin Lindsley, 
organist of the Church, has planned games 
for entertainment, and there will also be 
a guest speaker and refreshments. May 
meeting of the W. M. S. will be held at 
the residence of Mr. and Mrs. Chester A, 


Darling, 39 Glendale Rd., Stonehurst, Up- 
per Darby, Pa., followed by a social hour. 

Olivet Church, Philadelphia, Dr. Maurice 
Samson, pastor, is celebrating its 20th an- 
niversary, April 14 to 28. A beautiful 
souvenir program and historical record, 36 
pages and cover, has been prepared, which 
is of exceptional interest and value. In 
addition to a history of the congregation 
and pictures of the Church, the pastor and 
various organizations of the congregation, 
there is a complete record of the members 
received during the entire history of the 
Chureh, together with the record of the 
organizations, The anniversary observance 
included the confirmation service of Palm 
Sunday, Lenten services in Holy Week, 
Communion and Haster pageant on Easter 
day, Reformed Church night, April 23, 
Drs. C. HE. Schaeffer'and A. V. Casselman 
speaking; Logan Ministerium Night, Wed- 
nesday, with addresses by Drs. W. B. 
Lower and ©. W. Cranford; Reunion Night 
on Thursday with the program under the 
direction of the pastor, informal talks by 
former members and historical reading by 
H. B. Henry; Organization and Youth 
Night on Friday under the auspices of the 
©. E. Societies, Missionary Society, Boy 
Scouts, Choir and Dramatic Club. Sunday, 
April 28, was Religious Education Day, 
when the combined school and Church ser- 
vice was held with addresses by the pas- 
tor and Supt. W. W. Braunwarth and ser- 
mon by Dr. Paul S. Leinbach. The anni- 
versary celebration closed Sunday evening 
with a Bible drama, “Faith is the Vic- 
tory”. The general committee included 
Elwood F. DeLong, William Y. Weisel and 
Dr. Maurice Samson. 


HOME FOR THE AGED, UPPER 
SANDUSKY, OHIO 


Life Goes Hard 


Life goes hard with some of us! We are 
the AGED FOLK! And while we have a 
warm bed and comfortable room, and 
enough to eat, we KNOW we are depend- 
ent upon the good-will, the love, and the 
benevolence of tens of thousands of mem- 
bers of our Church. This is your hospital- 
ity and our benefit! And we trust the 
grace of God, that you will not forget us! 

Will it help to remind you_ that 
MOTHER’S DAY is by tradition a lovely 
time to express that good-will to those 
who “tread the lonely way” which is filled 
with “life’s lengthening shadows”? It 
should not be pathetic. A better day is 
coming! Meanwhile it is within the power 
of more than ten thousand people to say: 
“T will steady your footsteps.” I will sup- 
port you in that Home! I will send one 
dollar annually. I will send one dollar 
NOW. 

We have made a change in officials. Our 
present treasurer is Supt. Chas. P. Troup, 
860 Marseilles Ave., Upper Sandusky, Ohio. 
We shall appreciate the kindness of 
Churehes who will use this post-Easter and 
pre-Mother’s Day season, to give us their 
thought and co-operation. We cherish the 
promise, Isa. 46:4. 

Respectfully submitted, 


Ewald Sommerlatte, 
Pres. of Board 
GENERAL SYNOD NOTES 
J. Rauch Stein, D.D., Stated Clerk 


Our Church Statistics for 1934 
PITTSBURGH SYNOD 


A summary of the official statistical re- 
ports of its 7 Classes for the calendar year 
ending December 31, 1934, make record of 
increases (1) and decreases (D) when 
compared with records for December 31, 
1933, as follows: 

Membership last report, 31,314, I. 194; 
Confirmed, 1,214, TI. 106; Certificate, 349, 
T. 49; Renewal of Profession, 361, D. 113; 
Dismissed, 348, D. 13; Deaths, 468, D. 5; 
Erasure of Names, 790, D. 58; Present 
Membership, 31,632, I. 3812; Communed 


During the Year, 24,348, I. 329; Uncon- 
firmed Members, 11,515, D. 90; Infant Bap- 
tism, 754, D. 13; Deaths—Unconfirmed 
Members, 86, I. 15; Total Church School 
Enrollment, 28,979, D. 826; Amount of 
Apportionment, $87,989, I. $1,000; Paid on 
Apportionments, $43,106, I. $2,446; Other 
Denominational Benevolence, $26,375, I. 
$2,851; Benevolence Outside of Denomina- 
tion, $4,006, D. $870; Total Benevolence, 
$73,487, I. $4,426; Congregational Pur- 
poses, $324,075, I. $11,869; Churches, 
$3,575,200, D. $18,300; Parsonages, $710,- 
000, D. $4,500; Indebtedness on Property, 
$603,954, D. $23,714. 

Six of the 7 Classes of this Synod be- 
gan their reports correctly with the identi- 
cal total communicant membership which 
they reported Dec. 31, 1933. Westmore- 
land, however, began its report with 6 
less. Pittsburgh Synod so far leads the 
list for accuracy. Keep up the good work. 

There is a net increase in membership 
of 312. The increases range from 13 to 
122, totalling 331, among the first 6- 
Classes. The total decrease is 19, charged 
to West New York Classis. 


An increase in the total benevolence of 
$4,426 is credited to the first 6 Classes; 
West New York showing a decrease. This 
decrease is Pepe | to amount paid on Ap- 
portionment. An increase in congrega- 
tional purposes of $11,869, and a decrease 
of $23,714 in the indebtedness on property 
is very encouraging. 


A LITANY FOR MOTHER’S DAY 


(From the valuable little book, “Prayers 
for Self and Society”, by James Myers, 
Industrial Secy. of the Federal Council, 
15¢ a copy, Association Press, N. Y.) 

From slowness of heart to comprehend 
what is divine in the depth and constancy 
of a Mother’s love; 

Good Lord deliver us. 


From the unreality of superficial senti- 
ment, from commercial exploitation, and 
from all lip service to Motherhood while 
we neglect the weightier matters of justice 
and merey and love; 

Good Lord deliver us. 


By our remembrance of the Mother of 
our Lord standing by the cross of her 
well-beloved Son; 

Good Lord deliver us. 


That it may please Thee to open our 
ears that we may hear the Saviour’s word 
from the cross, “Behold thy Mother”; 

We beseech Thee to hear us, Good Lord. 


That it may please Thee to give us 
grace from this hour, with the swift obed- 
ience of beloved disciples, to take unto 
our own every woman widowed, bereft, 
hard-pressed in life; 

We beseech Thee to hear us, Good Lord. 


That it may please Thee to toueh our 
hearts that we may behold our Mother in 
every woman; in women who toil in the 
factories and on the farms, in office and 
shop and home; in women of alien race 
and foreign clime, in women of every 
ereed and color and condition; 

We beseech Thee to hear us, Good Lord. 


That it may please Thee to excite our 
pity for all Mothers robbed of their be- 
loved sons by the hideous institution of 
war; 

We beseech Thee to hear us, Good Lord. 


That it may please Thee also to lay 
upon our conscience the unequal lot of 
the Mothers of the poor, the under-priy- 
ileged and the unemployed; 

We beseech Thee to hear us, Good Lord. 

That it may please Thee to kindle with- 
in us divine discontent with any social 
order which tolerates war or poverty, or 
any preventable suffering among the 
Mothers of the world; y 
We beseech Thee to hear us, Good Lord. 


That it may please Thee to hasten the 
coming of the divine society, when every 
Mother shall be secure, encompassed by 
loving provision for her every need; Ff 
We beseech Thee to hear us, Good Lord. — 

» 
he. 
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PHOEBE HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Rev. F. H. Moyer, Supt. 

The Easter Communion was celebrated 
at the Home on Haster Sunday at 10 A. M. 
All the members of the family able to do 
so attended the service in the living room, 
Following that service another was held in 
the west sun room on the third floor of 
the new building. There the infirm and 
sick were taken on wheel chairs, and we 
had quite an assembly. 

Saturday afternoon preceding Waster the 
Junior C. EK. Union of Lehigh Co. came to 
the Home in large numbers. They had 
previously announced their coming, but 
many more than-had been looked for came. 
Each brought a gift to be given to our 
guests. From the gifts, Easter baskets 
were prepared in our serving-kitchen while 
an Easter programy was being rendered hy 
the children. Each of our old folks was 
presented with an Easter hasket. 

The Young Ladies’ Bible Class of Zion 
Chureh, Allentown, Mrs. Charles Wolfretz, 
teacher, visited the Home on Easter Sun- 
day afternoon, rendered an interesting pro- 
gram and also presented each of our guests 
with an Kaster basket. After the program 
had been rendered they were taken to the 
infirmary where they went from room to 
room and presented Easter baskets. When 
they came to the room of Mr. Hitner, one 


of our infirm, the following conversation 
occurred, The teacher said: “We want to 
give you this gift,’ handing a well filled 
basket. Mr. Hitner said: “You are very 
kind and generous to give me this.” ‘The 
Teacher: ‘We like to do this.” Mr. Hit 
ner: “If you read your Bible, you know 


that it is more blessed to give than to 
receive.” The Teacher: “We are very 
happy to come here and do this.” Mr. 


Hitner: “When you make others happy, 
you make yourself happy.” I happened to 
be present with the group and immediate 
ly made record of the conversation, of 
which I think most highly. If the whole 
Church could come to the above expressed 
philosophy and act accordingly, all our 
benevolent operations would receive abun 
dant support. 


PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT GREETS 
OLDEST HUNGARIAN INSTITU- 
TION IN NEW YORK 


In Yorkville, under the shadow of the 
huge Cornell Medical Center and in the 
neighborhood of the Roosevelt residence, 
stands the most picturesque, the most 
richly decorated Hungarian building in 
America. The First Magyar Reformed 
Chureh is celebrating three anniversaries 
this year. The work was begun 80 years 
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ago, when that great Hungarian patriot, 
the exiled Louis Kossuth, visited the 


United States with his minister, the Rev. 
Gedeon Acs, who preached the first Hun 
garian sermon in New York City. Their 
visit is commemorated in this Chureh by 8 
bronze tablets. It is also just 40 years 
ago that the members formed themselves 
into a permanent organization, and 20 
years since the new Chureh building has 
been put up. Letters of greeting and good 
wishes have been coming in from both 
America and Europe, headed by such dis 
tinguished people as President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt, Count Stephen Bethlen, who 
was Prime Minister of Hungary for ten 
years, and Dr. Lorand Hegedus, former 
Hungarian Minister of Finance. May 5th 
to 12th has been set aside as Jubilee Week, 
The guest speakers at the two Sunday 
morning services will be Dr. Daniel A. 
Poling, President of the Christian En 
deavor World Union; Dr. Charles’ BE. 
Schaeffer, General Seeretary of the Board 
of Home Missions; Dr. Francis Ujlaki, 
President of the Hungarian Reformed Fed- 
eration of America, and Dr. Alexander 
Toth, professor at Franklin and Marshall 
College, Lancaster, Pa. The 8-day festivi- 
ties will be coneluded by a banquet in 
the grand ballroom of the Hotel New 
Yorker. 
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Juntor Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 
WHAT THOMAS TEACHES US 


Text, John 20:28, “Thomas answered and 
said unto him, My Lord and my God.” 


Thomas, one of the disciples of Jesus, is 
commonly called “the doubter,” because of 
what happened on the first Easter evening 
after the resurrection of Jesus. I have 
often thought that the character of Thomas 
is not appreciated at its true worth, and 
that when rightly understood it stands 
out as one of the strongest among the 
twelve. 

We sometimes wonder at the choice of 
disciples that Jesus made. One of them 
betrayed Him, another one denied Him, an- 
other doubted His resurrection, and all of 
them had their weaknesses. But we ought 
to be thankful that Jesus made such a 
choice. If He had selected only superior 
men, pure and holy and highly educated, 
we should despair of ever finding a place 
in His Kingdom. He chose ordinary, aver- 
age men, and made great workers out of 
them, who, in their lifetime, established 
His Kingdom in such a way that it has 
continued ever since. This gives us hope 
and courage that He can use us and that 
we can serve His holy purpose. 

On Easter evening, the first day of the 
week, when Christ had risen from the 
tomb in the morning, the disciples and 
some other friends were gathered together 
in the upper room in Jerusalem, which had 
become dear to them, and when the doors 
were shut, all at once Jesus came and 
stood in the midst and said unto them, 
“Peace be unto you.” And when He had 
said this He showed unto them His hands 
and His side. And the disciples were glad 
when they saw the Lord. And He said to 
them again, “Peace be unto you: and as 
the Father has sent Me, even so send I 
you.” And when He had said this, He 
breathed on them, and said unto them, 
“Receive ye the Holy Spirit: whose soever 


Verses to Memorize 
By GRENVILLE KLEISER 


HEALING 
Healing love of Christ divine, 
I would make Thee fully mine; 
Dwell within me now, I pray, 
Keep me strong and brave today. 


ee  ———————e 


sins ye forgive, they are forgiven unto 
them: whose soever sins ye retain, they 
are retained.” 

Ten of the disciples and some women 
were present. Judas had hanged himself. 
But Thomas, one of the twelve, called 
Didymus, was not with them when Jesus 
came. I do not know where he was, nor 
why he was absent, but he was the last 
man who could afford to be absent. He 
was the very man who needed the sight of 
Jesus most, and, especially to see His hands 


FOOD FACTS 


Did You Know That: 
—The popular health fruit of 
Florida and the tropics, the 
papaya, is the source of a 
new health beverage. 
Grade A pasteurized milk in 
Shanghai now sells for 45 
cents per quart and recently 
cost 70 cents. 
Slicing strawberries prior to 
cold freeze packing improves 
the flavor and texture. 
—Caves near St. Paul, Minne- 
sota, have been found suit- 
able for curing Rocquefort 
cheese, solving a problem of 
American producers. 


These “food facts” are compiled 
by the Division of Consumer 
Information, New Jersey State 
Department of Agriculture. 


and His side. He also needed the words 
of encouragement which the risen Christ 
brought. But Thomas was absent. 

It is true, the other disciples told him 
“We have seen the Lord.” But it did not 
have the same effect upon him that it 
would have had if he had seen Him him- 
self. In fact, it had almost the opposite 
effect. Thomas said to them, “Except I 
shall see in His hands the print of the 
nails, and put my finger in the print of 
the nails, and put my hand in His side, 
I will not believe.” 

For a whole week Thomas was kept in 
suspense and unbelief, while all those 
around him were rejoicing in the thought 
of a risen Lord. Because he was absent 
from the first meeting with the Lord he 
had to wait until the following Sunday to 
see Him, and so he was the last of the 
apostles to see the risen Lord. How fortu- 
nate it was for Thomas that he was there 
the next Sunday. As they were again 
gathered in the upper room, the doors be- 
ing shut as before, Jesus came and stood 
in the midst, and said, “Peace be unto 
you.” 


Before any one could say a word to 
Jesus, He turned to Thomas, and _ said, 
“Reach hither thy finger, and see my 


hands; and reach hither thy hand, and put 
it into my side: and be not faithless, but 
believing.” Thomas did not move a finger 
to touch the risen Christ. He was entirely 
overcome and conquered. He cried out, 
“My Lord and my God.” Jesus said to 
him quietly, “Because thou hast seen me, 
thou hast believed: blessed are they that 
have not seen, and yet have believed.” 
You may be surprised if I say that, in 
some respects, I am glad Thomas was not 
present on the first appearance of Jesus 
among His disciples. It revealed to us a 
side of his character which all should 
never have known if this incident had not 
happened. Thomas has been the means of 
bringing many persons to Christ, especially 
those who have had the same temperament 
that Thomas had. It was easy for John, 
the beloved disciple, to believe in the 
resurrection of Jesus, but a loveless world 
will not so easily follow him. Peter was 
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impulsive and rash and would naturally be 
casily convineed, but those who are of a 
more sluggish and obstinate character 
would not be so ready to follow Peter. But 
Thomas was a hard-headed and stubborn 
man, Even the combined testimony of his 
ten fellow-disciples could not convince him, 
He had to see and feel in order to believe. 
But when he saw the risen Lord and heard 
Him speak, he fully surrendered and gave 
Jesus the highest homage He had yet re- 
ceived when he cried out, “My Lord and 
my God.” 

Do you not see that the testimony of a 
man like Thomas would be convincing to 
many souls who had a disposition similar 
to his, and the greatest service Thomas 
has rendered to the world is his magnifi- 
cent witness to the resurrection. The fact 
that a man of his stubborn character was 
convinced and conquered has been the 
means of bringing many who were like- 
wise disposed, to the feet of Christ. This 
will probably answer the question which 
may have arisen in many minds, “Why did 
Jesus choose a man like Thomas to be one 
of His disciples?” 

The doubt which Thomas expressed with 
regard to the reality of Jesus’ resurrection 
until he saw and was convinced has preju- 
diced many persons against him, so that 
they overlook another incident which 
proves His loyalty to his Master and 
the heroic spirit which he possessed. When 
Jesus and His disciples were in Peraea, 
word came to Him that Lazarus of Beth- 
any, the brother of Mary and Martha, was 
sick, and that the sisters desired Him to 
come to Bethany. When Jesus expressed 
to His disciples His purpose to go back to 
Judaea, they said to Him, “Rabbi, the Jews 
were but now seeking to stone thee; and 
goest thou thither again?” Jesus said to 
them, “Our friend Lazarus is fallen asleep; 
but I go, that I may awake him out of 
sleep.” The disciples therefore said unto 
Him, “Lord, if he is fallen asleep, he will 
recover.” Now Jesus had spoken of his 
death: but they thought that He spake of 
taking rest in sleep. Then Jesus therefore 
said unto them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 
And I am glad for your sakes that I was 
not there, to the intent that ye may be- 
lieve; nevertheless let us go unto him.” 
Then Thomas said to his fellow-disciples, 
“Let us also go, that we may die with 
him.” This raises Thomas to a high plane 
of heroism. 

A legend relates that Thomas was trou- 
bled by doubts some time after the ascen- 
sion of Christ. Wishing to get rid of them, 
he determined to tell them to the other 
apostles. But Paul was busy combating 
the errors of the Greeks. Philip he found 
deeply interested in an epistle he was writ- 
ing the overseer of a Church in Ethiopia. 
Peter had gone to Caesarea to preach the 
gospel. No one had time for poor Thomas. 
Downeast and perplexed, he determined to 
go to Joffa to look up Doreas, the philan- 
thropic, sympathetic sister. But there he 
had no better success than in Jerusalem. 
Doreas had been very ill, and in order to 
make up the lost time she had redoubled 
her exertions to relieve the needs of the 
poor. So Thomas had to return having 
accomplished nothing. On the way home 
he began to think. Suddenly it dawned 
upon him that he alone had doubts; that 
the others had none, probably because they 
were too busy to entertain them. He 
then and there decided to preach the 
gospel to the Parthians, which resolution 
he carried out, and never again was he 
troubled with doubts. 

A little boy’s mother found him seated 
at the table with a big knife and a big 
Bible. She was greatly shocked, and said 
to him, “My boy, what are you doing?” 
And he said, “Mother, I have been read- 
ing of that poor leper who came to Jesus 
and said, ‘Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst 
make me clean’; and I thought he ought 
not to say ‘if’ to Jesus, and so I have 
seratched it Gut.” If the devil whispers 
‘if,’ as he did to Jesus, let us remember 
there is no “if” in regard to the willingness 
and ability of our Lord to heal and save. 


“We'll now hear from Mr. Jones, the 
last speaker on the program,” said the 
weary toastmaster, 

Jones arose as those around the table 
made a weak attempt at applauding. 

“T’m bored from listening so much,” he 
began, “and I’m too tired to do my stuff. 
Any man who would like to know what I 
would have said if I'd been first on the 
list can read the speech; it’s here, all type- 
written. Thanks.” 

Jones sat down amid deafening ap- 
plause. 


Puzzle Box 


ANSWER TO—DOUBLE-TIED WORD 
CUBE. No, 58 
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BEHEAD THE MISSING WORDS.No. 43 

1. His dog had gone —. “Have you 
seen a dog?” he asked. Then he 
called but held no —— of hope 
that he would find him. 

2. He wore a golden and led the 
without any 

3. The voices sounded all as he 
fought in the forest of and was 
wounded (3 off) the first day. 

4. They moved to a large in a West- 
ern and (2 off) their first 
dinner there on Christmas. 

5. He posed as a Knight 
(2. off) if an 
his table. 

6. Why will a girl her (2 off) 
by using paint and powder? Surely no 

was ever won by cosmeties. 

They were in green and red. Truly 

they made folks (2 off) with so 

much (2 off) : A. M.S. 


but would 
was found on 


Poet: “I have a poem here advocating 
peace.” 

Editor: “I suppose that you honestly 
and sincerely desire peace?” 

Poet: “Yes.” 

Editor: “Then burn the poem.” 


Children’s Corner 


By Alliene De Chant Seltzer 


Guess what Mr. Charles M. LeGalley 
(815 Sehaff Building, 1505 Race St., Phil- 
adelphia), the Secretary of our Depart- 
ment of Missionary Education, has up his 
honorable sleeve? Gracious! I almost 
said, “kimono” sleeve, for professor Le- 
Galley taught at our North Japan College, 
Sendai, and has seen thousands of ki- 
monos! Why! Sets of Japanese stamps— 
three beauties, carefully chosen by our 
missionaries in Japan, at his request. How 
much do they cost? Just an envelope with 
your name and address on it, and a one- 
and-a-half-cent stamp in the upper right 
hand corner! Should several of you de- 
cide to send for them, the sheets can be 
mailed in the same envelope. (But “sev- 
eral” doesn’t mean five or six, does it? 
Uncle Sam’s a generous old fellow, but 

.) And while you’re pasting the new 


THE PASTOR THINKS 


That many a man would save him- 
self trouble if he kept away from 


the crowd that tries to “put things 
over” by planning them in a corner. 


—Now and Then 


beauties in your album, you'll be think- 
ing of the Japanese boys Professor Le- 
Galley taught, and of the many boys-and 
girls who go to our mission schools and 
Chureh schools there, and learn of Jesus, 
and that God is love. So here’s “A gift 
from Japan and Mr, LeGalley” to all my 
stamp collectors, who are eager to know 
about the children of the Sunrise King- 
dom. P. S.—Tuck a heart-y “Arigato” 
(Japanese word for Thank-you) into your 
letter to Mr. LeGalley. Japanese boys and 
girls are polite too, and grateful for every 
gift. 

David: “I went fishing today, mother, 
with a bent pin for a hook.” 

Mother: “You shouldn’t hurt the dear 
little fish, David. Next time I’ll give you 
a safety pin.” 


Home Education 


“The Child’s First School is the Family” 
—Froebel 


AN OLD TEDDY BEAR 
Florence Bascom-Phillips 


My own small daughters were in ani 
mated conversation over some episode in 
the neighborhood. I hadn’t listened to the 
whole conversation, but this much I heard, 
given in tones of withering scorn: “And 
it was nothing but an old Teddy Bear.” 

I was dumbfounded; for, when I was 
a child, the great, unfulfilled longing of my 
heart had been to own a euddly Teddy 
Bear. I went to sleep at night imagining 
what it would be like to have one of the 
adorable little fellows snuggled in my 
arms. Much time I spent comparing prices 
and styles of Teddy Bears and talking to 
my mother about my desire to own one. 
If there was ever one luxury I intended 
my children to enjoy, it was a Teddy Bear! 
But I was a disillusioned parent when I 
heard their scornful contempt of that 
which I had so idealized as a child. 

Suddenly a great light seemed to dawn 
upon me, as I recovered from the shock 
of their attitude. It occurred to me that 
parents were constantly offering “an old 
Teddy Bear” to children who wanted some- 
thing different. I remembered how my 
mother had given me her cherished doll, 
one she had carefully preserved from small- 
girlhood. She gave it to me when I was 
about the age she had been when it had 
been given to her. Did I go into raptures 
over the funny china-headed antique? I 
did not! If I had that doll now, I would 
appreciate it, but then it didn’t seem near- 
ly as nice as my new sleeping doll or the 
one with real curls and slippers! So I 
was careless and indifferent, and the cher- 
ished doll was soon broken. 

My mother was terribly hurt by my 
lack of appreciation, but I was her only 
girl, and she loved me passionately. So, 
in a few years, she presented me with 


her really valuable stamp collection, sup- — 


posing that I would enthusiastically add to 
it. I neither added to it, nor took care of 
it. The stamp collection is not in exist- 
ence today, when I am old enough to ap- 
preciate it, when I could be adding to it 
with stamps obtained through my friends 
in various countries. 4 

It occurred to me, as I thought these 
things over, that I had really learned abso- 
lutely nothing from my own childhood ex- 
perience. I recalled now with regret how 
I had enrolled my foster daughter in°a 
practical nursing and dietetics course s 
ply because when I was her age not 
would have delighted me so much as th 
opportunity that this course afforded. 
fact that she pleaded with me, ‘ 
Mother, I can’t get a thing out | 
lessons except when you go over the 
me,” had not opened my-eyes to t 


. 
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Bear” instead of something she wanted. 
Of course, I had reasoned that every girl 
ought to know something of cooking, di- 
etetics and nursing for use in her own fam- 
ily. Later I was rather stunned by what 
seemed to me her ingratitude and lack of 
appreciation when she eloped without fin- 
ishing this course which was such a de- 
light—to me—for her to study. 

Now she is a very capable little mother, 
hurrying through her routine work that she 
may sew for her babies. Such wonderful 
creations as she can evolve from mere 
scraps of materials, and what stunning 
madeovers appear as if by magic out of 
old coats and dresses! I am amazed and 
delighted. 

I was given a two-year sewing course, 
yet always have bought everything ready- 
made or had it made, when possible. How- 
ever, cooking is an art to me. I love to 
make my own noodles, combine my own 
soups, bake my own breads and cookies, 
make my own salad dressings and can my 
own fruits and vegetables. 

Little foster daughter opens some canned 
soup, combines delicious salads with ready- 
made dressings, serves ready-sliced bread 
and so gets delicious meals on the table with 
a minimum of trouble, in order to have more 
time to sew! As her clever needle flies, 
she says, “I always wish I had taken that 
course in dressmaking,” while I have to 
remember that what I offered her instead 
was “nothing but an old Teddy Bear.” 


“T find myself in complete sympathy 
with the kindergarten movement. It is a 
movement of tremendous importance in the 
early stages of education. Its value has 
been tested, and the evidence of its worth 
is overwhelming.” — George H. Denny, 
President, University of Alabama. 

Unfortunately not every child in this 
country is having the privilege of early 
training in a kindergarten. Persons desir- 
ing to work for the establishment of kin- 
dergartens in publie schools may obtain in- 
formation and leaflets from the National 
Kindergarten Association, 8 West Fortieth 
St., New York City. 


The Family Altar 


By the Rev. J. L. Barnhart, D.D. 


HELPS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 6-12 


Memory Verse: “So we, who are many, 
are one body in Christ, and severally mem- 
bers one of another.” Romans 12:5. 

Memory Hymn: “My Faith Looks Up to 
Thee”. No. 274, = 

Theme: The Christian’ Church. 


Monday: The Foundation of the Church 
Matt. 16:13-20 


The Church was built on the confession 
that Jesus is “the Christ, the Son of the 
living God”. “The Church’s one founda- 
tion is Jesus Christ her Lord’. And as 
Paul declared: “Other foundation can no 
man lay than that which is laid, which 
is Jesus Christ’. Here is a foundation 
sure and steadfast that never will give 
way, and accounts for the fact that the 
Church is the most enduring institution 
on earth. No wonder the gates of hell 
cannot prevail against it. As long as it is 
true to its founder, retains His spirit, is 

ided by His principles, and serves as 
fis agency in the carrying on of His 
work for mankind, it need not fear oppos- 
ing forces however great they may be. 


- Founded upon the “Rock of Ages”, may 


it ever wage a successful warfare against 
the powers of darkness in behalf of the 
Kingdom of Light. 

_ Prayer: We thank Thee, O God, for Thy 
Church with all its ministrations of love 
and means of grace. May it arise and 


shine that all men may know that Jesus 
is th 


e Christ, the Son of the living God. 
s name we ask it. Amen. 
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Tuesday: The Power of the Church 
Acts 2: 41-47 

The power of the Church was shown by 
the effect it had on the members, by the 
transformation of their lives. After their 
baptism on the day of Pentecost they 
were “constant in listening to the teach- 
ing of the apostles and in their attend- 
ance on the communion, that is, the break- 
ing of bread, and at prayer’. But the 
one most notable effeet was the binding 
together of those early Christians in the 
bonds of brotherhood. All the ways in 
which this brotherhood found expression 
may not have been wise, but no one can 
question its genuineness. May the Chureh 
today show its power by furthering the 
eause of brotherhood which is so much 
needed, and this it can best do by get- 
ting all people to acknowledge God as 
Father. 

Prayer: Forgive our weakness, O Lord, 
and grant that we and all Thy people may 
be empowered by the Holy Spirit to do 
great things for Thy Kingdom, through 
our Redeemer. Amen. 


Wednesday: The Head of the Church 
Ephesians 1:15-23 

Paul here tells us that Christ is the 
Head of the Church, and that the Church 
is the Body of Christ. What an honor, 
and what an inspiration to the Church 
that should be. The Church as Christ’s 
Body, so vitally related to Him, is to do 
His work. When Christ was on earth He 
went about doing good, teaching, preach- 
ing, healing, ministering to all classes and 
conditions of people. Now that He is no 
longer here in the flesh He needs must 
use His Chureh, His people, to carry on 
His work. “Oh, to be to God what my 
hand is to my body”, was the prayer of a 
saint, and should be the prayer of each one 
of us. All members of the Church as the 
Body of Christ should function in the 
execution of His will, in the achieve- 
ment of His purposes. 

Prayer: O Lord, may my heart be an 
altar and Thy love the flame; make me 
erystal clear for the light to shine 
through, and send me forth as Thy wit- 
ness. This I ask for Christ’s sake. Amen. 


Thursday: The Unity of the Church 
Ephesians 4:1-7 

Jesus earnestly praved, Jno. 17:21-22, 
that the disciples might be one that “the 
world may believe that Thou hast sent 
Me”. The unity of the Church was to 
bear witness to His divine mission. Paul 
well said: “There is one body, and one 
Spirit one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, one God and Father of all”, and 
that to walk worthily of our vocation 
we are to “keep the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace’. The many divi- 
sions of the Protestant Church have been 
called the “scandal of Christendom”. At 
any rate, they are its weakness. In many 


FOOD FACTS 


Did You Know That: 

—In Arabia milk is transport- 
ed in a hose made of leather 
called a girba. 

—aA prominent New York hotel 
has advertised an offer to 
exchange rooms for farm 
products. 

—tThe shell makes up 11 per 
cent of the egg, the white 


57 per cent and the yolk 32 
per cent. 

—Bread peddlers in’ Old Eng- 
land always purchased 13 
loaves from the baker for 
the price of 12 and so orig- 


inated the term ‘‘baker’s 


dozen.” 
These “food facts” are compiled 
by the Division of Consumer 
Information, New Jersey State 
Department of Agriculture. 


places there are a number of weak 
Churches where there should be one strong 
one. Thank God, through the Federation 
of the Churehes of Christ and other agen- 
cies, the denominations are coming closer 
together, are co-operating more and more, 
and some belonging to the same “family” 
of Churches have merged, and others will 
likely do so soon. 

Prayer: Heal the divisions of Thy 
Church, Merciful Father, and grant that 
the hearts of Thy people may be bound 
together in the ties of Christian love, for 
Thy name’s sake. Amen. 


Friday: The Work of the Church 

The chief function of the Church is 
to help people know God and His Son 
Jesus Christ, that they may have life 
abundantly and eternally. The Church is 
to interpret the will of God for this gen- 
eration, to take the truth as revealed in 
and through Christ and apply it to the 
present needs of individuals and of so- 
ciety, to the needs of industry and poli- 
tics and every sphere in life, and to make 
disciples of all people at home and abroad, 
and to help solve the problems both of the 
individual and of the human race in the 
light of eternal truth. Where there is 
no vision the people perish. For this 
vision we must look, not to the world nor 
to science, but to religion and the Church. 
Besides making plain the way of life, 
the Church in worship is to help people 
become conscious of the presence of God, 
to come face to face with Him, that they 
may find pardon and peace and that their 
empty hearts may be filled with His full- 
ness, and that they may then go out to 
live for Him in the strength thus re- 
ceived, 

Prayer: Give us grace, O Lord, to assist 
the Chureh in fulfilling its mission, for 
Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


Saturday: The Growth of the Church 
Mark 4:26-32 

The Church had a small beginning, but 
it has had a gradual growth, “first the 
blade, then the ear and then the full 
corn in the ear”, The small mustard seed 
has become the greatest of herbs. Jesus 
was assured about the future of His king- 
dom. There is a mystical divine element 
working in spiritual growth as there is 
a power that promotes physical growth. 
Sow the seed, cultivate the soil, comply 
with the laws of growth, and there will 
be growth. A living Church is a growing 
Chureh; its members grow in grace and 
in good works, it increases in numbers, 
and exerts an ever widening influence for 
good. 

Prayer: Grant, Heavenly Father, that 
we may all have the true missionary spirit 
that Thy Church may grow, and fulfill its 
mission by proclaiming the glad tidings of 
salvation to all the world, through Jesus 
Christ our Saviour. Amen. 


Sunday: The Ideal of the Church 
Ephesians 2:11-22 

In the ideal Chureh all the members 
are reconciled unto God and to one an- 
other, and are one body in Christ. As 
members of the family of God, of the 
household of faith, they are fellow-citi- 
zens with the saints. All barriers have 
been broken down, and all prejudices abol- 
ished. Their hearts are bound to God 
and to each other by the cords of love. 
And by love they are impelled to lead 
righteous lives and do the Lord’s work. 
The ideal Chureh is a center of love, and 
everything in connection with it is done 
in love. It radiates love even as the sun 
radiates light and warmth. Only those 
persons who are dominated by love, who 
realize the law of love in their own lives, 
ean attract others to Christ, and that is 
something the ideal Church does. ; 

Prayer: Assist us with Thy grace, O 
Lord, in our efforts to become more Christ- 
like, that the Church of which we are 
members may become more nearly ideal. 
This we ask in Christ’s name. Amen, 
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A Letter to the Editor 


THE VISITING MINISTER 


As a Churchman, I have often wondered 
just what we expect of our minister. Where 
do his duties begin, and where do they 


end? That to me, sometimes, is the 
Eternal Question. Do we expect too much 
of him? If he calls too frequently, we 
do not like it. If he calls only once or 
twice a year, we do not like that. Yet 
we see him every day, perhaps, and on 
Sunday we should see him. It is our fault 
if we do not. Yet he is criticized so 
harshly if he does not visit us daily or 
weekly or monthly, whatever our whim 
may be. Did you ever stop to think how 
we attend the movies, pay for our enter- 
tainment and never give a thought as to 
whether the actor or actress comes to visit 
us? And we pay three times as much to 
see and hear them as we do to hear our 
minister; yet we never call on them for 
help or anything, and we help to pay them 
large salaries and never complain because 
they do not visit us. The minister usually 
gives us just as much for our money as 
the actresses do, and it is much more up- 
lifting. Next ‘time we start to complain, 
let us first sit down and think over the 
whole situation. You know, our ministers 
are all glad to come if you really need 
them, so never hesitate to call on them. I 
have at least always found them so; and 
I’ve been a Church member for over 50 
years. 

Now a second item comes to this old 
mind of mine. This is about the visiting 
minister. But this is different. He is the 
person who visits too much the congrega- 
tion he has left. I want to call him the 
“hangover” minister, with no ill-feeling to- 
ward him. I want rather to help him right 
himself, so he will know just where he be- 
longs. If he is a young man, we might 
excuse him a little; if he is older, we can- 
not easily do so. He should know better 
than to “hang on” to a congregation which 
he has left. If they had wanted him, they 
would have kept him. Just because a few 
want him yet, is no reason why he should 
go back, making havoe in that congrega- 
tion. He is bound to say things which 
will do him no good and the minister, who 
is in charge, a great deal of harm. When 
will we all learn to know our place and 
take full charge of that place and leave 
all others alone? When this “hangover” 
minister, as I call him, begins to come 


(Continued on Page 24) 


A TIMELY WORD TO PARENTS 
(Continued from Page 2) 


their duty, it is difficult for the pastor, or 
any one else, to get youths to worship in 
the Church. “Like parents, like children.” 
Here is a responsibility that should set 
parents both thinking and acting. Do you 
want your children to be under the benefi- 
cent influences of the Church, or do you 
want them to drift out into the world like 
a ship without a rudder? 


HOME INFLUENCE 

I have before me Dr. J. L. Barnhart’s 
article—“A Timely Word to Parents,” in 
the March number of the “Reformed 
Church Visitor,” telling about the greatest 
influence on his life and on the lives of 
other religious leaders, which I hope will 
be carefully considered by all who love 
children and are interested in their wel- 
fare. 

The greatest privilege, and the most 
sacred duty of parents is to lead their 
children to God. This duty requires care- 
ful and prayerful study. The work must 
begin at home. To leave it to the child 
to decide whether it should go to Church, 
Sunday School, is only seeking an excuse 
for neglected-duty. “Bring them up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” 
This is done by a good example of the par- 
ents to devotions at the family altar, in 


Sunday School, in Confirmation instruction 
and regular attending divine worship of 
the Church. If parents will lead their 
children in this manner and teach them to 
love their Saviour, they shall fulfill the 
Lord’s command: “Feed my lambs.” 

If home influence, private devotion, reg- 
ular Church attendance, frequently par- 
taking of the Lord’s Supper, if these means 
of grace are neglected, a very real deficit 
in our lives will be the result, and this 
will impress itself on the wider activities 
of Church and society. The delicate instru- 
ment of the human soul must be constantly 
kept in tune, for it is easily gotten out 
of tune. President Theodore Roosevelt 
says: “It has always seemed to me that 
the habit of Church-going somehow lay at 
the formation of steadfast character.” 

Our nature demands a home. It is the 
first essential element of our social beings. 
This cannot be complete without the home 
relations. The heart when bereaved and 
disappointed, naturally turns for refuge to 
home,—life, and sympathy. No spot is so 
attractive to the weary ones as home. 
There is a mother’s watchful love and a 
father’s sustaining influence; there is a 
husband’s protection and a wife’s tender 
sympathy; these are the circle of loving 
brothers and sisters, happy in each other’s 
love. What would life be without these? 
A desolation, a painful desert hearts and 
barren sand. Home influence may be from 
this force either a blessing or a curse, 
either for good or for evil. It cannot be 
neutral. In either case it is mighty, com- 
mencing with our work, going with us 
through life, clinging to us in Death, and 
reaching into the eternal world. The spe- 
cific influence of husband and wife, of 
parents and child, of brothers and sisters, 
of teacher and pupil, united and harmoni- 
ously blended, constitute the home influ- 
ence. From this we may infer the char- 
acter of home influence. It is great, silent, 
irresistible and permanent. Who does not 
feel this influence of home life upon all 
its habits of life? The gray-haired father 
who wails in his second infancy, feels the 
traces of his childhood home in his desires 
and habits. Ask the strong man in the 
prime of life whether the most firm and 
reliable principles of his character were 
not the inheritance of the parental home. 

The most illustrious statesman, the most 
eloquent minister, the greatest benefactors 
of human time owe their greatness to the 
fostering influence of home and Church. 
Napoleon knew and felt this when he 
said: “What France wants is good mothers, 
and you may be sure that France will have 
good sons.” 

Fathers and mothers, what example are 
you to your God-given children in your 
home and in your Church-life? Do you 
want your children to be a blessing to 
themselves, to you, and to the world? Then, 
be a living blessed example before them 
in word and deed at home and in your 
Church-life. Attend the Church services 
regularly and bring your children with you. 
Then in the hour of trial, of home separa- 
tion and bereavement, then the question is 
put to you concerning parents, “Is it well 
with the Child, is it well with Thee?” You 
can answer with joy and praise, “It is well 
with my soul.” ; 

—Henry C. Schlueter. 


CHURCH: 
MEN'S 
LEAGUE 


Dr. John M. G. Darms, Secretary 


A New Chapter was formed at First 
Reformed Church, Quakertown, Pa., the 
Rev. Paul T. Stoudt, pastor, with 50 mem- 
bers. Both the pastor and laymen were 
contemplating organizing their men and 
met in conference several times. It was 
no hurried affair but deliberate and “by 


conviction”. Both the Synodical Chair- 
man, Rev. C. F. Freeman, and the Secretary 
had been given an opportunity at differ- 
ent occasions to present the work of the 
League and found a large group of intel- 
ligent men receptive and growing in in- 
terest. The pastor himself was anxious 
and enthusiastic but left it entirely to 
his men to decide. One layman said that 
what appeals as of extensive value, out- 
side of the fellowship, is the fact that 
in the study of these monthly topies, they 
could “draw out the fine thoughts that 
are in the laymen and develop leadership.” 
That is a major purpose of the League. 
With the addition of this strong Chapter, 
a Classical League can be formed in To- 
hickon Classis, which was one of the first 
Classes to be sympathetic toward the 
League. And those Chapters which start- 


‘ed years ago have “Kept their first love” 


and are to this day some of the strongest 
Chapters in the League. 

The officers who lead these fifty men 
are as follows: President, Clarence A. G. 
Pease, manufacturer; Vice-President, J. 
Donald Snyder, salesman; Sec., Frank H. 
Hartman, insurance; and Treas., Harold 
G. Kittelman, lawyer. What a wonderful 
combination of the manufacturer, to make 
life; the salesman, to promote it; insur- 
ance, to guarantee it; and the representa- 
tive of the law, to make all necessary ad- 
justments and keep it harmonious and up 
to the mark. We welcome this strong 
Chapter into our ever growing fellowship. 

* * * 


Another Classical League will be or- 
ganized these days in Juniata Classis, 
when Chairman Runkle will assemble the 
representatives of Christ’s and Trinity a, 
Churches, Altoona, the Churches at Mar- — 
tinsburg, Pa., and Loysville and the Wy 
Church at Osterburg, Pa. 

An out-of-door meeting of this proposed o 
Classical League will be held at Martins- 
burg, Pa., on June 15th with a speaking 


program for the evening. Thus another ‘ 
Classis has not only shown the way but 

“gone the way” to a more effective organ- 
ization of our laymen. Congratulations to i. 
Juniata Classis! Others might well fol- ; 
low! ey 


* * * ’ 


NOW—IT-.IS AFTER EASTER—NOW 
DO ORGANIZE YOUR MEN and form a — 
Chapter of the LEAGUE in YOUR 
CHURCH! It is the finest organization to 
KEEP THE MEN TOGETHER! ~ 


70TH ANNIVERSARY “, 
TRINITY REFORMED CHURCH ‘ 
MORMON COULEE, WIS. ~ 


Seventy years may not seem a long time > 
to some of our eastern congregations, which — 
date their founding to pre-Revolutionary 
days. But 70 years in the State of Wiscon- — 
sin is an appreciable record. Early in the 
1850’s, immigrants began to come into this 
coulee section from Switzerland and Ger- 
many. They settled in the hills along 
Mississippi, and soon established sch 
and Churches. For some time both 
theran and Reformed people worshiped 
gether; but this arrangement was fo 
unsatisfactory, so each group secured 
own pastor and its own Church. 

On August 22, 1865, 11 men signed 
application for charter to organize TE 
ITY REFORMED CHURCH, under tk 
laws of the State of Wisconsin. 
charter was approved by Secretary Lue 
Fairchild, later Governor, on Sept. 7, 


War; it was in this year that Abra 
Lincoln was assassinated. But to 
pioneers it meant little that eve 
national importance were transpir 
the nation’s capitol: the year ma 
them the beginning of their own R 
congregation, which ensured for 
their children the preaching of the 
as they had heard it in the homela 

The first resident pastor was t 
George Kurtzman. 
Pastors Loos, Schoepfhe, 
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Romeis. A Lutheran minister, Wilhelm 
Hass, also served an interim. In 1890, the 
late Rev. Henry Andreas left St. John’s 
Church, in the city of LaCrosse, to become 
pastor of the little struggling country con- 
gregation. For 42 years he remained the 
pasvor, passing to his reward in Jan., 1932. 
During his pastorate the original Church 
was moved to a new location, and a large 
parsonage was built. The grounds were 
enlarged and beautified, until today they 
embrace four acres of park and cemetery. 
In 1894 the Church was rebuilt, and a 
basement put under the whole. A steeple 
and bell were added later. 

In 1932, after the death of Pastor An- 
dreas, the present pastor, Esra R. Vorn- 
holt, was called to serve TRINITY. With 
unabated zeal the congregation has con- 
tinued to progress. The 70th birthday 
finds the property improved by new shrub- 
bery in the cemetery; a circular drive 
through the park and grounds; the Church 
and parsonage newly decorated; and an 
illuminated cross hung in the chancel. The 
membership is 191, six children having 
been confirmed this year, and two members 
received by letter. 

There are some who believe that the 
rural Church has served its purpose: that 
it should be supplanted by large city or- 
ganizations. There are some who believe 
that short pastorates are preferable to long 
years in one place. TRINITY stands as a 
monument to the service of her ministers, 
particularly Rev. Mr. Andreas, who gave 
almost a half century of his life to his 
God and his Church in this humble place. 
When he came to Mormon Coulee, roads 
were practically impassable; there was no 
rural mail delivery; there were no tele- 
phones. But the testimony of the past. is 
summed up in these lines from Mr. and 
Mrs. Arthur Lauterbach, of Washington, 
D. C. Both of these folks were baptized, 
confirmed, and married in this Church. To- 
day they attract the attention of the na- 
tion as officials in the government’s AAA 
program. In a letter of greeting they 
write: 


“Many happy hours were spent in walk- 
ing, whether rain or shine, to Sunday 
School, choir practice, and to Church 
services. The training that we received 
under the beloved Rev. Mr. Andreas is 
appreciated more as we grow older, be- 
cause we recognize the necessity for 
religious training. In our prayers we 
ask for the continued blessing of God 
for the congregation and for the com- 
munity.” 

TRINITY is celebrating her birthday by 
entertaining Minnesota Classis during the 
week beginning April 28. The opening ser- 
mon will be preached by the Rev. W. H. 
Schlinkman, Milwaukee, president of the 
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Wisconsin District of the Evangelical 
synod. The high point of the week will 
be a banquet for the older living members 
on May 3. County Judge Ahlstrom and 
District Attorney Wm. A. Stevenson will 


be guests, representing the civil govern- 
ment; Miss Emily Stromstad will repre- 
sent the schools; William E. Spreiter 


speaks as the county agent; and the Rey. 
Alfred Hughes of the Methodist Episcopal 
Chureh, will speak for the Protestant 
bodies of LaCrosse. 


The members of Trinity’s 
Elders William Eggler, Louis Kunert, Mat- 


== 
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thew Seiler; Deacons Charles Schieche, 
Herbert Kramer, William Jahnel. 

The “Messenger” is read in 15 families 
every week, and the German “Kirchen- 
zeitung” is also retained by some of the 
older members. Three-score-years-and-ten 
are the years allotted to man: in the life 
of a congregation these are not many. 
The aggressive pastor writes: “We look 


forward to the celebration of our diamond 
jubilee in 1940, asking God to continue 
His grace toward us of today, as He show- 


3oard are: ed Himself merciful to those of yester- 
day.” 
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Six men took off in the giant Pan- 
American Clipper ship at San Francisco, 
April 16 for Honolulu, the first station of 
a conimercial transpacific air line to the 
Orient. A erowd of more than 5,000 wit- 
nessed the dramatic start of a flight mo- 
mentous in aviation history. The flight 
was made in 17 hours and 45 minutes. 

Formation of the American Retail Fed- 
eration to serve as “the unified voice of 
the entire field of distribution on national 
legislation and economic problems”, was 
announced April 16. The federation ex- 
pects to have a membership of more than 
1,000,000 merchants having an annual 
sales volume of approximately $20,000,- 
000,000. Colonel Clarenee O. Sherrill will 
direct the activities. 

The Council of the League of Nations, 
by a unanimous vote, Denmark abstaining, 
adopted the resolution condemning un- 
ilateral treaty repudiation and _ holding 
that Germany by her conscription law had 
failed to respect her obligations. A com- 
mittee of 13 was appointed April 17 to 
devise means for combating such a situa- 
tion in the future. The resolution itself 
commanded the votes of Britain, France 
and Italy, the three Stresa conferees, and 
of Russia, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Turkey, 
Spain, Portugal, Mexico, Australia, Ar- 
gentina, and Chile. This was the complete 
membership of the Council with the ex- 
ception of Denmark. 


Evidence they gave against co-con- 
spirators in an asserted far-flung Soviet 
spy ring, won freedom, April 17, for Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert Gordon Switz, Americans, 
after they had spent 16 months in French 
prisons on espionage charges. The spy 


Trinity Reformed Church and Manse, Mormon Coulee, Wis. (near 


plot was described as the largest uncoy- 
ered in France since World War days. 

Relief funds of the $4,000,000,000 ap- 
propriated by Congress will be disbursed as 
loans rather than grants, in the expecta- 
tion that the greater part of the money 
eventually will be recovered by the gov- 
ernment, according to a recent statement 
by President Roosevelt to the Press Con- 
ference. 

According to an announcement from the 
White House, Rear Admiral Richard E. 
Byrd, on returning from his second Ant- 
arctic expedition, will make his official 
landing at Washington on May 10, and 
will be welcomed home by President 
Roosevelt. 

Mrs. William A. Becker of New Jersey 
was elected, April 18, to succeed Mrs. 
Russell William Magna as president-gen- 
eral of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution, at the annual meeting in 
Washington, D. C. 

A Cabinet committee to conduct two 
parallel inquiries into the cotton textile 
situation, with special emphasis on obso- 
lescence of mill equipment, was appointed 
by President Roosevelt April 19. Textile 
operators recently stated that the exist- 
ence of the American cotton textile busi- 
ness is threatened, on account of Japanese 
competition, wage differential, obsolete 
equipment. . 

The House voted, April 19, by 372 to 
33, to pass and send to the Senate the 
Social Security Bill, levying taxes on in- 
dustrial employers and workers to sup- 
port a broad plan of old-age annuities and 
unemployment compensation. 

A protest over discrimination against 
Americans and violation of contract has 
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been made to the German Government by 
the Lnited States because of Germanys 
failure, April 15, to provide currency for 
servieing coupons of the Dawes loan held 
by Americans. The interest due amounts 
to $2,000,000. 

Protessors and instructors in all of 
Michigan’s schools of higher education 
will be obliged by law to take an oath of 
allegiance to the United States next fall. 
Governor Frank D. Fitzgerald signed, 
April 19, the Baldwin bill which makes 
the oath mandatory. 

The California Supreme Court upheld a 
State law, April 19, authorizing execution 
of kidnappers who harm their victims. 

Adolf Hitler celebrated his 46th birth- 
day April 20 by sending a curt note to 
the powers of Europe flatly rejecting the 
League of Nations Council condemnation 
of German rearmament. The note was 
first made public at Rome and was sent 
through German Ambassadors and Min- 
isters to all the nations participating in 
the Geneva deliberations. [t characterized 
those deliberations as “a new discrimina- 
tion” against the Reich. 

A bug in her eye broke Amelia Ear- 
hart’s fiight from California to Mexico, 
April 20, as she almost reached the goal. 
She had to land 60 miles short of Mexico, 
D. F., to get her bearings. She removed 
the bug and hopped off again for Mexico, 
D. F., where 10,000 persons cheered as 
she landed about one-half hour late. Miss 
Earhart made the 1,700-mile trip from 
Burbank, Cal., in 13 hours, 32 minutes, 
including the forced stop of half hour in 
Nopala. 

‘three thousand Daughters of the Amer- 
ican Revolution assembled at the White 
House, April 20, and exchanged greetings 
with Mrs. Roosevelt. 

Connecticut’s Tercentenary began April 
27, when the first of the many ceremonies 
commemorating the first settlement of the 
State was held at Hartford. 

The 37lst anniversary of the birth of 
Shakespeare was celebrated in different 
parts of the country and abroad, April 23. 

More than 10,000 chemists and indus- 
trialists celebrated the 300th anniversary 
of the founding of the chemical industries 
in America at a series of meetings of the 
American Chemical Society in New York 
the last week of April. 

The most severe earthquake the island 
of Formosa has known in modern times 
devastated two provinces April 22, caus- 
ing the deaths of 3,152 persons and wreck- 
ing 6,671 homes. The injured numbers 
more than 10,000. 

An estimated 12,000,000 persons are 
suffering from drought-induced famine 
conditions in eight provinces of China 
and hundreds of thousands have been re- 
duced to eating the bark of trees, roots 
and even clay, according to a report from 
relief workers, April 21. 

The vanguard, 120 unmarried men, of a 
new American pioneer pilgrimage, sailed 
from San Francisco April 23, to start 
clearing ground for a colony to the Mata- 
nuska Valley in Alaska. Two weeks later 
1,000 men, women and children from the 
Middle West will embark to start life 
anew in Alaska under the guidance of 
the Federal Government. 

Thirty-five thousand Assyrians,  sur- 
vivors of one of the world’s oldest civil- 
izations, have been saved from possible 
extermination by the League of Nations’ 
intervention. Plans have been announced 
to settle them in French Syria and put 
them to work on a ten-year irrigation 
project which not only will give them 
profitable work, but, when their work is 
through, fertile lands to till. 


51,391 children, bearing thousands of 
dozens of gayly covered eggs, took part 
at the annual egg rolling on the White 
House lawn April 22 for the Easter Mon- 
day celebration, in which President and 
Mrs. Roosevelt joined. 

Woman’s Tole in the cause of peace was 
discussed April 22 by delegates to the 
Congress of the International Alliance of 


Women for Suffrage and Equal Citizen- 
ship at a crowded meeting at Stamboul 
University, Istanbul, Turkey. 

Amid the rattle of musketry, the 300th 
anniversary of the founding of the Boston 
Public Latin School and the beginning 
of the American publie school system was 
celebrated at Boston, April 22. 

Easter Monday brought marriage and 
money to 4,412 young Roman men and 
women. The Fascist party had offered 
500 lire to any and all in Rome or its 
province who would make April 22 their 
wedding day. This is part of the Fascist 
party’s campaign to stimulate the mar- 
riage rate in Italy. 

' 


MISSION HOUSE ACTIVITIES 


The Mission House Troubadours, male 
chorus, left Sunday, April 14, for their 
spring concert tour of five States. The 
chorus of 24 yoices, directed by Madame 
Elsa Behlert Bauer, former European and 
American opera star, is now appearing in 
concerts in Reformed and Evangelical 
Churches in Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana, 
Ohio and West Virginia. The group is 
traveling in the school’s luxurious Grey- 
hound bus and hope to make their two- 
week’s trip a tour of goodwill, further 
cementing the ties and interests of the 
recently united denominations. Prof. 
Walter Ihrke, talented: young pianist and 
instructor in the music department of 
Mission House, accompanies the chorus. 

Their complete schedule: April 14—Pearl 
City, Ill, Rev. John Seidler; April 15— 
Linton, Ind., Rev. E. Jaberg; April 16— 
Crothersville, Ind., Rev. Mr. Eversmann, 
April 17—St. Bernard, Cincinnati, O., Rev. 
H. Ley; April 18—Springfield, O., Rev. Mr. 
Koepp; April 19—Galion, O., Rev. R. Elli- 
ker; April 21—Akron, O. (afternoon), Rev. 
O..W. Haulmann; April 21—Cleveland, O. 
(evening), Rev. E. A. Kielsmeier; April 22 
—Alliance, O., Rev. E. Elshoff; April 23— 
New Philadelphia, O., Rev. T. W. Hoerne- 
mann; April 24—Wheeling, W. Va., Rev. 
John Haas; April 25—New Knoxville, O., 
Rey. O. B. Moor; April 26—Berne, Indiana; 
April 28—Indianapolis, Ind., Rev. Carl 
Russom. The Troubadours also broadcast 
over WSAI, Cincinnati, and WWVA, 
Wheeling, W. Va. 


Dr. E. H. Wessler of Sheboygan, Wis., 
and Dr. F. H. Rupnow, Fort Wayne, Ind., 
were chosen to address the graduating 
classes of the college and seminary, re- 
spectively, at their commencement exer- 
cises Sunday, June 2. Both men, recog- 
nized leaders in Church, are alumni of Mis- 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 


Third Sunday after Easter. May 12, 1935 
THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

Acts 2:41-45; Ephesians 2:1-7; 11-16 

Golden Text: So we, who are many, 
are one body in Christ, and severally mem- 
bers one of another. Romans 12:5. 

Lesson Outline: 1. The Meaning. 2. The 
Mission. 3. The Members. 

One of the “Great Christian Teachings” 
concerns the Church. The aim and object 
of our lesson is to summarize that teach- 
ing. What is the Church? Why should one 
join, attend, support it? What are the 
gifts it bestows, the tasks it imposes, the 
promises it proclaims? Does our civiliza- 
tion need the Church, or is it being sup- 
planted by other agencies and institu- 
tions? 
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_ happy division of the Body « 
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sion House and are well known to friends 
of the school. Dr. Wessler is serving his 
fourth year as pastor of Pres. Grosshuesch’s 
former congregation in Sheboygan, having 
come there from Cincinnati. He was 
former president of the Sheboygan Min- 
isterial Association. Dr. Rupnow is a 
former member of the Mission House Board 
of Trustees and now pastor of a large 
Church in Fort Wayne. 


Two large audiences filled the gymnasium 
Friday and Saturday evenings, April 12 
and 13, to enjoy the Campus Players’ pres- 
entation of “The Ship,” St. John Ervine’s 
tragedy. The production was directed by 
Prof. Elmer Ott and revealed a high eali- 
ber of dramatic talent. The cast ineluded 
Robert Hegnauer, Canton, O.; Violet Witte, 
Sheboygan, Wis., Fred Dicke, Two Rivers, 
Wis., Marie Rathert, Chilton, Wis., Martha 
Sigrist, Mineral City, O., Robert Kuecherer, 
Milwaukee, Wis., Carroll Rusch, Campbells- 


- port, Wis., and Margaret Fishbeck, Mani- 


towoe, Wis. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


When Boys Go Off to School. By Archi- ! 
bald Rutledge, Head of the Department 
of English in Mercersburg Academy. é 


Dedicated to the memory of Dr. Wm. 

Mann Irvine, Headmaster of Mercers- 
burg, 1893-1928. Revell. Pages 124, 
Price $1.25. ote 


Written by a genuine teacher who has — 
been in love with his chosen calling for 
more than 30 years. The author’s loyalty _ 
to truth and his confidence in the essen- __ 
tial divinity of boys here flashes with 
the light and cheer of his constantly burn- 
ished years of altruistic service. The book — 
reveals its constructive evaluation of the 
present trends in modern education and 
educational processes through four chap- 
ters whose illuminating headings are: “The 
Lonely Soul”, “Boys Will Be Boys”, “The 
Wilderness Defiling”, and “What Teach- 
ers Learn”. The author’s glowing convie- _ 
tion as a teacher is reflected in the clos- 
ing sentence of his book: “Perhaps all 
human beings come to flower—some ear 
and some late. The good teacher is one 
content to nurse the growing plant, seeing 
to it that when his work is done, th: 
growth has normally advanced; nor shou 
he take eredit for being the author of, 
or even expect to see, the far splendid — 
flowering.” —J. Rauch Stein 
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Such questions, and others like them, 
are suggested and raised by our topic. 
Their timeliness becomes obvious wh 
we consider the confusion in many mi 
concerning them. One of the sadd 
disclosures during the Great War was 
attitude toward the Church of the you 
of Christendom, the very flower of o1 
youth gathered in training camps. As 
ported by friendly observers, they w 
indifferent, even hostile to the Oh 
We were told that multitudes — 
loved Christ, but, strangely, they ¢ 
im the least love His body, the o 
Church. ; 


The conclusion seems warrai 
they were ignorant of the true 
and mission of the Chureh. 
less, their ignorance and mi 
ing were due, in some measu 


many denominations and see 
' Me 
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failure to teach our youth a conception 
of the Church that will command their in- 
telligent loyalty to its message and mis- 
sion. 

Three biblical passages are assigned for 
our study. They set forth various aspects 
of the Church. The first passage is taken 
from the story of the founding of the 
Church in apostolic times. It describes 
the three thousand converts, the spiritual 
fruit of Peter’s sermon on the day of 
Pentecost (Acts 2:41-45). The other two 
passages are excerpts of Paul’s great let- 
ter to the Ephesian Christians. They set 
forth the diversity of gifts and ministra- 
tions in the body of believers, and they 
exhort the members of that Ephesian 
group of converts to “keep the unity of 
the body in the bond of peace’, in order 
that “all may come in the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God, unto a perfect man, unto the meas- 
ure of the stature of the fulness of Christ” 
(Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-16). 

Instead of considering these rich pass- 
ages verse by verse, let us sum up their 
teaching under three general headings: 
What is the Meaning of the Church? What 
is its Mission? What is the significance 
of Membership? 

I. The Meaning. The Church is the 
brotherhood of believers in Christ. It con- 
sists of people whose bond of union is 
their common faith in Christ and His gos- 
pel. Thus it is truly the Body of Christ. 
“There is one body and one Spirit, even 
as ye are called in one hope of your eall- 
ing; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
one God and Father of all, and through 
all, in you all” (Ephes. 4:4-6). 

Hence there is a difference between 
our many organized Churches and denomi- 
nations, and the “one body” of Christ. 
Certainly, when we read the story of the 
beginning of the Church in the New 
Testament we find nothing that resembles 
either the Catholic Church or the Protest- 
ant Churches. The very word “Church” 
occurs only twice in all the sayings of 
Jesus, while “the Kingdom of God” was 
forever on His lips, even as it was upper- 
most in His heart and mind. It was the 
text of His initial sermon in Galilee, and 
His constant message. “The time is ful- 
filled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: 
repent ye and believe the glad tidings” 
(Mark 1-15). 

When we catch a fleeting glimpse of the 
earliest Church, in the Book of Acts, we 
find an informal brotherhood gathered in 
Jerusalem. The three thousand mentioned 
in our lesson were men who “gladly re- 
ceived his word”, even the gospel of 
Christ, and who “continued steadfastly in 
the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship and 
in breaking of bread, and in prayers.” 
There is no sign of a great ecclesiastical 
institution, with officers and ordinances, 
priests and pope, sacraments and_ litur- 
gies. All that was built up gradually, in 
the course of centuries. It is a man-made 
institution. The Church in Jerusalem, 
then, was truly the Body of Christ be- 
cause its members possessed the Spirit of 
Christ. They met in gladness of heart for 
worship, for “the perfecting of the saints, 
for the work of the ministry, for the edi- 
fying of the body of Christ” (Ephesians 
4:12). 

That is still the meaning of the Church, 
its essential nature. It is the fellowship 
of the followers of Jesus Christ, who “re- 
ceive His word with gladness”. All its 
institutional forms and features are sec- 
ondary. The primary thing is the people 
who form the Church, not the popes who 
rule it nor the priests who conduct its ser- 
vices. If they possess the Spirit of the 
Master, they are a part of His body, 
whether they meet in a cathedral or in a 
cottage. Lacking that Spirit, they may 
still be members of some ecclesiastical or- 
ganization, but they are not living mem- 
bers of the Body of Christ. 


II. The Mission. What, then, is the 
Mission of the Church? Here Catholics and 
Protestants disagree, and even among Pro- 
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testant groups there is no unanimity. But, 
in general, we may think of the Church 
as an end in itself, or as the means to a 
higher end. 

A devout. Catholic believes that the 
Church is an end in itself. It is an ob- 
jective divine institution, wholly super- 
natural in its foundation and organiza- 
tion, whose head is the pope, and whose 
body consists of its hierarchy. Its mis- 
sion is to teach the doctrines and to dis- 
pense the divine grace, through sacra- 
mental channels, without which no man 
can be saved. 

Let us recognize that this Catholie con- 
ception of the Chureh enshrines a truth 
that we are in danger of neglecting in 
our teaching and training. It emphasizes 
the divine aspect of the Church. It sets 
it apart from all human institutions and 
organizations, both in its nature and fune- 
tions. That explains, very largely, the 
devotion and loyalty of Catholics to their 
Church, which puts many of us to shame. 
They are taught, from early infancy, that 
they need the Chureh for their salvation. 
Some of us join and support the Church 
for the opposite reason. We think the 
Chureh needs us, our money and our ser- 
vices, for its salvation! 

We, too, believe that the Church is a 
divine institution, because it consists of 
those who have the Spirit of Christ, its 
founder. It is the Body of Christ, possess- 
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ing His truth and manifesting His grace. 
As such, it is not an end in itself, but 
the means to a higher end, It is God’s 
agency for the proclamation of His gospel 
and for the promotion of His redemptive 
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Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Church. [t is conducted 
by the three (English) Eastern Synods. The 
members of the Board of Visitors 


Professors, 


and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 


It also offers a 
leading to 
Tuition is 


Professors and Instructors. 
post-graduate course of two Years, 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. 


free. 

For catalogue or information address the 
President, 
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College 
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The ‘“Fackenthal lLaboratories” offers 
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Twenty acres of improved fields for athletics. A 
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For information address 
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The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For Scar Sa and 
further information, address 


BOYD EDWARDS, D.D., S.T.D., Uk 1D: 
Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


HENRY I. STAHR, D.D., 
President 


Accredited college for women. A.B., 
and B.S. in Home Economics. 
Teacher-training. Twelve modern, 
well-equipped buildings, including 
new dormitory. 125 acres. 

For catalogue address 


REGISTRAR, 
HOOD COLLEGE, Frederick, Md. 


purpose, the establishment of His King- 
dom. 
True, our Churches seem to be doing 


many things, at home and in foreign 
lands. We teach and preach, and we help 
and heal men in many ways. And all our 
various ecclesiastical labors may well be 
worth doing, provided they subserve the 
one central mission of the Church, which 
is to bear witness in word and deed to 
the gospel of Christ. That must be the 
measure of the many things we are doing, 
as a Church, of their wisdom or folly, 
their necessity or futility. Our danger 
is that in our busyness we forget or 
neglect our chief business. 

In this, our chief business, we are God’s 
co-workers, and the true followers of 
Christ. Many things that we do in our 
Churches are done elsewhere, equally well 
and better. But this one thing is our 
unique and distinctive function, 
claim and to practice the gospel of Christ, 
as the power of God unto salvation. That 
sets the Church apart from all other agen- 
cies and institutions, however great and 
good their aim. In that deep sense, the 
Church is truly a divine institution. It 
is the living channel through which the 
love of God may flow into the sinful heart 
of mankind, cleansing it from sin and 
enduing it with power from on high. 

But in order to become this living chan- 
nel of the love of God, the Chureh must 
first of all be a worshiping body. Only 
as a worshiping body can it become a 
working body for God and His Kingdom. 
It must engender and nourish within its 
members the spirit of prayer, of commun- 
ion and fellowship with God, the source of 
all our spiritual life and light. Thus, re- 
plenished and refurnished with~ power 
from on high, we can truly serve God. In 
our homes and shops, in our work and 
play, in all our manifold contacts and re- 
lations with men, we can live and labor 
and love as the disciples of Jesus, who 
would follow His example and manifest 
His Spirit. 

III. The Members. “I therefore, the 
prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye 
walk worthy of the vocation wherewith 
ye are called, with all lowliness and meek- 
ness, with longsuffering, forbearing one 
another in love; endeavoring to keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” 
(Ephes. 4:1). That pithy sentence states 
Paul’s conception of members. They have 
a voeation, and they must walk worthy 
of it. Their vocation is to live as the chil- 
dren of God and as the brothers of men, 
that by their godly walk others also may 
be brought to Christ. Thus, by their love 
and labor, they proclaim the gospel and 
promote the Kingdom. 


Suppose that all of us who belong to a 
Christian congregation really saw the 
Chureh of Christ in that New Testament 
light—not as a close corporation of saved 
souls, who patiently await their trans- 
portation to heaven, but as a brotherhood 
of transformed men, the followers of 
Christ, who work and pray for the trans- 
formation of all the kingdoms of this 
world into the Kingdom of God. Would 
there, then, be any vexing problem of loy- 
alty, support, attendance, service? 


Our major Church problems arise from 
petty notions of the meaning and mission 
of the Church. We are divided into rival 
bodies because a denominational spirit 
rules us, rather than the Spirit of Christ. 
We lack men and money because, in the 
multiplicity of our enterprises and activi- 
ties, we lose sight of our supreme mission, 
as the living Body of Christ. Our congre- 
gational and denominational aims are not 
large and lofty enough to thrill men, as 
Christ thrilled men when He proclaimed 
the Glad Tidings of the Kingdom of God. 
They do not command their allegiance, the 
consecration of their persons and purses. 

Yet the cause we serve is the greatest 
and worthiest ever launched on earth. We 
recall the marvelous response of men, 
young and old, to a summons “to save 
democracy”. No lack of men or money, 
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SUMMER SESSIONS 


First term June 10 to July 19 
Second term July 22 to Aug. 30 
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then, for that sad venture. Similar demon- 
strations of sacrificial and fanatical loy- 
alty to national leaders are taking place 
in many lands today. Millions of men are 
following the Hitlers and Stalins and their 
like on roads that lead to chaos. 


Let us enlist men under the banner of 
Jesus Christ. Let us enroll them in our 
Churches for worship and service. Fk 
to serve! Such members will regard wort 
ship, not as a dull rite, but as the priv- 
ilege and vital need of children to com- 
mune with their Father, in humility an 
faith. They will know that their fello 
ship with God, and their following 
Christ does not end in the Church, 
rather begins there. Such men fully 
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serve the great names applied to them by 
the Master. They are the salt of the 
earth and the light of the world. 

In such a Chureh there is room for 
every talent, and the Master has need of 
it. “Unto every one of us is given grace 
according to the measure of the gift of 
Christ” (Ephes. 4:7). There is a place in 
that body of Christ for all mankind, for 
the best and brainiest, for the rich and 
the poor, the high and the low. All are 
called to repentance and faith in Christ, 
and to fellowship with Him in His love 
and labor, in His cross and crown. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


May 12—The Art of Making a Happy 
Home. Luke 10:38-42. (Mother’s Day.) 


Mother and Home are almost synony- 
mous words. It is very difficult to think 
about the one without at the same time 
thinking also about the other. This fact 
expresses itself in the old-time query: 
The 
mother is queen of the home. There is 
her throne. There she comes to her truest 
and noblest self. There she wields her 
widest influence. There she makes her 
greatest contribution to society; there 
she fulfills her highest destiny. If a 
mother is the highest form of creation, 
the home, the family, is the first institu- 
tion among men. When either the mother 
or the home lose their meaning and mis- 
sion, society deteriorates and lapses back 
into a state of barbarism. Modern society 
is in great danger of experiencing this 
tragic loss. The home is rapidly disin- 
tegrating. Economie and social conditions 
make it more and more difficult to main- 
tain a high standard of domestic life. 
Mothers, in the real sense of the word, 
are gradually being displaced. Other pur- 
suits in life call women away from the 
home and not infrequently disqualify 
them from becoming good mothers. And 
yet society, civilization, is absolutely de- 
pendent upon mothers and the home. No 
nation has ever been able to stand when 
the home life of its citizens has been 
jeopardized. The Roman empire fell not 
because of enemies from without, but be- 
cause the life of its families had degen- 
erated. There is profound truth in the 
old saying that no man rises higher than 
his own roof or sinks lower than his own 
cellar. Napoleon once said: “The great- 
est need of France is mothers,” He spoke 
more wisely than he knew, for he meant 
that France needed men for cannon fod- 
der and there was need for mothers to 
bear them, but it is profoundly true that 
the greatest need of the world is mothers, 
not only to bring children into the world, 
but also to make proper and happy homes 
where family life may be enjoyed to the 
best and highest degree. 

The making of a happy home is an art. 
It requires thought, devotion, patience. 
It is not a chance occurrence. It must be 
planned, it must be worked for. There 
are certain laws of life which must be 
observed. One designs a house and builds 
it according to certain specifications. But 
a house does not make a home. The home 
is the invisible, the intangible thing that 
is built inside the house. The home is at- 


' mosphere, attitude, spirit, “a house not 


made with hands.” But it must be built 
according to laws of its own. 

The first law is love. There must be the 
love of father and mother and of the 
children to one another. Where this is 
wanting there can be no happy home. 
Nothing can take its place. There is no 
substitute for love. Furnishings, food, 
clothing, money can not take the place 
of love, and while these things are needed, 
love ean exist without them, but without 
love they are nothing. Love sets the joy 
bells ringing, it fills the mouth with 
laughter and the heart with melody. Lov- 


ing is itself an art. It ean be cultivated. 


It can also be suppressed. 
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The second law is mutuality. This is 
closely akin to love. It involves the idea 
of sharing; it means living not for self, 
but for others. In one’s home a person 
can be his real true self, but he must not 
be selfish. One must be kind, courteous, 
considerate. The fundamental law of life 
is service, and nowhere should this law 
be more truly observed than in the home. 
There the common interests must be mu- 
tually shared. In a happy home there must 
be unity; there dare not be discord. There 
must be harmony. There is abundant 
room for individuality. Each member must 
express his or her own life, but there 
must be concord and understanding, in- 
stead of friction and strife. Nothing is 
so damaging to a happy home life as in- 
compatibility and petty faction. 

The third law is truth. There is no real 
happiness anywhere when there is deceit 
and falsehood connected with it. A happy 
home must be founded on reality, not on 
sham or hypocrisy; it must be genuine 
and sincere. Hence religion must have a 
vital part in a truly happy home. Christ 
should be the unseen guest, and the 
Chureh should oceupy a large place in the 
life of the home. 

Some of my young people are looking 
forward to making a home for themselves. 
They want to be happy in it. Make it 
first of all a Christian home. Let Chris- 
tian virtues abound. Learn the difference 
between true happiness and mere merri- 
ment. Banish jealousy, hatred, selfishness 
and strife. Set up high ideals and strive 
to live up to them. If adversity comes 
you will be better able to bear it if 
you have stayed your life upon the eternal 
values than if you have followed the 
vain things of the world. Make your 
home a center of friendship and fellow- 
ship, a place to which you fondly turn, and 
to which your children will be glad to 
return, and a haven of rest where mother 
is the crowned queen and where her chil- 
dren rise up and call her blessed. 
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Miss Rosa E. Ziegler, Editor, 
440 N. 7th St., Lebanon, Pa. 


An Inspiring and Factful Program 


The program committee of the Woman’s 
Missionary Society of General Synod has 
assembled the most outstanding speakers 
available for the 17th Triennial Conven- 
tion, May 21st to 25th, at the First Church, 
Maple and E. Third Sts., Greensburg, Pa. 

Miss Anne Seesholtz, Ph.D., Executive 
Seeretary, Council of Women for Home 
Missions and Director of Indian Work of 
Home Missions Councils; Mrs. Milton 
Lang, Field Secretary of the Evangelical 
Society for Medical Missions; Rev. Ed- 
ward Bleakley, Minister of Mount Leba- 
non Baptist Church, South Hills, Pitts- 
burgh, head of the Commission for Peace 
of the Pittsburgh Council of Churches; 
Mr. Edward Jurji, Dr. Casselman, Dr. 
Schaeffer, Rev. Benj. Stucki, Mr. Charles 
LeGalley, Mrs. F. W. Leich. An enjoy- 
able phase of the sessions will be the 
Fellowship Supper, Tuesday, May 21, 5.45 
P. M., and the luncheon with the Girls’ 
Missionary Guilds, Saturday, May 25, at 
1. P. M. (For general information refer 
to “The Call’, printed in the issue of 
March 28.) 

The 50th Anniversary of the W. M. S. 
of Philadelphia Classis was celebrated on 
April 9, in Christ Church, Norristown, Pa. 
The morning session opened with a solemn 
observance of the Lord’s Supper, at which 
the Norristown pastors officiated. The his- 
tory of the organizing and growth of the 
Classical Society was given by the His- 
torian, Mrs. Wm. E. Lampe. Mrs. Siegen- 
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thaler of the “E” group gave an outline 
of missionary work in India and Hon- 
duras. The Anniversary Banquet was at- 
tended by 350 and each received a piece 
of the huge birthday cake sent by the 
ladies of Ascension Church, Norristown, 
where the Classical Society was organized 
50 years ago. The Secretary, Mrs. Wm. 
Treston, and the Treasurer, Miss Florence 
Brandt, turned back the pages of time and 
brought much interesting history from the 
minutes and Treasurer’s reports of by- 
gone days. Recognition was given to the 
oldest members attending, by presenting 
each with a rose. Mrs. Hahn of First 
Church, Philadelphia, was the oldest mem- 
ber present, having belonged to a local 
society for over 50 years. Mrs. Daniel A. 
Poling of New York City was the guest 
speaker, using as her theme, “The Garden 
of the Soul’, 


The Spring meeting of the W. M. S. of 
Juniata Classis was held in Grace Church, 
Altoona, Pa., on April 11. It was well 
attended and marked by the election of 
officers and delegates to the Synodical 
Convention to be held in June at Hood 
College, Frederick Md., and also to the 
General Synodical Convention to be held 
at Greensburg, Pa., May 21-25. The audi- 
ence was addressed by Mrs. Charles 
Krivoulka, of Johnstown, Pa., who related 
authentie details in the lives of Hungarian 
families in the mining fields of the State. 
Mrs. George Kessler of Tyrone, President 
of the Methodist Women’s Missionary So- 
cieties of the district, spoke about the 
work of Methodist women. 


Sunday afternoon, March 31, the Fel- 
lowship Congress of Tohickon Classis was 
held in St. Paul’s Church, Sellersville, Pa., 
Rev. J. R. Shepley, pastor. Over 450 peo- 
ple crowded every available space in the 
beautiful auditorium. Rev. George A. 
Creitz of First Church, Easton, Pa., gave 
an inspiring message. A massed choir of 
over 120 voices, reeruited from the con- 
gregations of the Classis, sang several fine 
anthems. 

The llth Annual Meeting of the W. M. 
S. of Northeast Ohio Classis was held 
April 11th in the First Church, Wooster, 
O. About 250 registrations received. Ev- 
eryone pleased with large number of so- 
cieties receiving special recognition for 
past year’s achievements. An address was 
given by Mrs. John Sommerlatte on 
“Social Action for Peace’. Special music 
was furnished by the hostess Church. The 
Girls of the Classis were guests of the 
Wooster young women at a Fellowship 
Banquet served at 6.15. Mrs. G. C. Fretz, 
the Classical President, gave a talk on 
“Opportunities” and a beautiful Candle- 
light Service was used. The main address 
was given by Miss Minerva Weil, of 
China. The day’s activities were ended by 
an impressive Consecration Service. 

Schuylkill Classis held its 47th annual 
meeting April 5-6, in St. John’s Church, 
Orwigsburg, Pa. The Friday evening meet- 
ing was in charge of the Guild in the 
form of a Guild Rally. Prof. Charles Le- 
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Galley, Secretary of Missionary Education, 
gave an illustrated lecture on “Our Work 
in Japan”. This was followed by a social 
hour in the basement, when each local G. 
M. G. presented a stunt. The Saturday 
meetings were in charge of the W. M. S. 
Reports showed progress and looked en- 
couraging. A fine literature presentation 
was given, Mrs. Geo. Butz having the 
highest number of credits for the Trien- 
nium. Miss Julia Wagner of Cressona at- 


tained the highest number of credits for 
the Guild. Four Front Line Mission Bands 
were reported; two of these, Trinity, 
Shenandoah, and First, Schuylkill Haven, 


having been Front Line Bands for 5 con- 
secutive years. Mrs. David Baker, return- 
ed missionary from Bagdad, gave an in- 
spiring address in the afternoon. 

The World’s Day of Prayer was observ- 
ed March 8, in Middleburg, Pa., the W. 
M.S. of the First Church acting as hostess 
to the other Societies of the town. This 
was the 4th year that the day has been 
observed in this union way and a fine 
number were out to help enjoy and carry 
out the program. The offering was divided 
between Home and Foreign Missions. 


OBITUARY 


THE REV. JOSEPH MITMAN BEAN 


The Rev. Joseph Mitman Bean was: born 
near Quakertown, Pa., Dee. 10, 1866, the 
son of Joseph Bean and Mary Mitman 
Bean. He came from a good home, re- 
ceived a godly heritage, had a splendid 
background of home training, and was 
educated in the public schools of his na- 
tive community, Spiritually, he was rear- 
ed in the Reformed Church, and was con- 
firmed at an early age. After finishing 
high school and college, he entered the 
Theological Seminary, at Lancaster, Pa., 
and was graduated with the class of 1902. 

With this preparation for the gospel 
ministry, he accepted the call of the 
Montgomery, Pa., Charge of the Reformed 
Church, was ordained at Rebersburg, Pa., 
in West Susquehanna Classis, and entered 
upon his labors of love in the Lord at 
Montgomery in the fall of 1902. Here he 
continued as pastor for four years. In 
1906 he accepted the call of the Sugar 
Creek Charge, where he served for four 
years. In 1910 he accepted the call of the 
Halifax Charge, where he served for two 
years. 

After an active pastorate of a little over 
ten years, Rey. Mr. Bean retired from the 
ministry and entered the occupation of 
manufacturing, first at Montgomery, Pa., 
and later at Sykesville, Pa. In the year 
1922 he took over the ownership and man- 
agement of the Ideal Shirt Factory, at 
Sykesville, Pa., a factory specializing in 
the manufacture of heavy garments suit- 
able for the laboring classes. He con- 
tinued to operate this plant until the time 
of his death. After moving to Sykesville, 
Pa., he and his family affiliated with St. 
Peter’s Church, of Du Bois, Pa., of which 
the Rev. R. E. Crum, D.D., was pastor at 
that time. He was well and favorably 
known to business men over a wide area, 
and had a large clientele throughout many 
neighboring states. He lived a strenuous 
life, his nature being of the active, ener- 
getic type. During the last ten years of 
his life he was on the road a considerable 
portion of his time, traveling to numer- 
ous business centers, attending to business 
matters, in connection with the operation 
of his "factory. Two years ago he was 
involved in an automobile wreck, through 
no fault of his own, near Baltimore, Md., 
in which he was severely injured, his 
chest being crushed, several ribs being 
broken. He never fully recovered from 
this unfortunate accident, his nervous sys- 
tem and heart being permanently affected. 

While in the pastorate at Montgomery, 
Pa., he was united in marriage with Miss 
Mary Decker, Nov. 23, 1904. To this union 
were born two children, both of whom 


survive: Calvin, of Sykesville, Pa., who is 
associated with him in his business, and 
Mrs. Mary Ionio Hart, of Long Island, 
N. Y. He is also survived by his widow, 
Mrs. Mary D. Bean; one sister, Mrs. Eva 
Rush, of Easton, Pa.; and one brother, 
Levi Bean, of Wyncote, Pa. His father 
and mother, one sister, and two brothers 
have preceded him in death. 

Even though retired from the active 
ministry, Rev. Mr. Bean continued quite 
active in religious matters, preaching on 
numerous occasions, assisting at Commun- 


ion services, teaching Sunday School 
classes, and helping in other numerous 
ways. When called upon to be away from 


home over the week-end, because of press- 
ing business, he always made it his rule 
to attend some Church. He was engaged 
in rewriting a series of sermons on Chris- 
tian Education in the Home just shortly 
before his death took place. His assist- 
ance has always been appreciated in St. 
Peter’s Church, Du Bois, with which he 
was affiliated, and where he always mani- 
fested a spirit of willingness to help with 
the work of the Lord, and where he will 
be greatly missed by a host of friends. 
Mr. Bean was called home to glory very 
suddenly on the afternoon of Monday, 
Mar. 18. He had been suffering occasion- 
ally with severe attacks of neuritis in re- 
cent months. He had been away tending 
to business matters just the week before 
his death; his neuritis had been bother- 
ing him. Sunday morning, Mar. 17, he 
thought he was well enough to make the 
journey of six miles from his home to 
the Du Bois Church, but changed his 
mind at the last minute, feeling he had 
better rest. Monday, at about 1.30 P. M., 
he became ill, and died almost instantly 
from an overtaxed heart condition. 
Funeral services were held at the home 
in Sykesville, Pa., Wednesday evening, at 
6.30 P. M., the sermon being preached by 
the Rev. H. L. Logsdon, pastor of the Du 
Bois Charge, from the text, Rev. 14:13. 
A brief service was held Thursday at 7 
A. M., in which Rev. Mr. 
assisted by the Rev. Mr. McKeever, pas- 
tor of the Baptist Church of Sykesville, 
Pa., after which the funeral cortege left 
for Montgomery, Pa., where services were 
held at 2 P. M. in the Union Reformed- 
Presbyterian Church. This Church is va- 
cant at the present time, and in the ab- 
sence of a pastor, Rev. Mr. Logsdon was 
requested to accompany the remains and 
conduct the service at Montgomery. Both 
services were largely attended, the nu- 
merous beautiful floral tributes speaking 
highly of the esteem in which Brother 
Bean was held by his many friends. In- 
terment was made in Fairview Cemetery, 
on the hillside overlooking Montgomery. 
“Father, in Thy gracious keeping, 
Leave we now Tliy servant sleeping.” 
—H. L. L. 


THE REV. DR. A. S. ZERBE 
A Few Words of Appreciation 


One of my very pleasant remembrances 
of the seven years of service in Central 
Theological Seminary is the more or less 
intimate friendship with Dr. A, S. Zerbe, 
beginning when he had entered upon his 
81st year. Though he gave no formal 
courses from 1927-34, he taught many of 
us very effectively the subject, “How to 
stay young when getting old”. Whether he 
absorbed that paradox from his study of 
Barthianism, or whether it was just a 
part of his systematie thinking, he will 
long be remembered as a scholar who 
carefully planned his days in order to 
accomplish the mass of work he did in 
these recent years (even the length of 
his daily walk was regularly determined 
by the thermometer). 

His volume on Barthianism takes its 
place with other works in that field that 
have appeared since, but his was one of 
the first two or three of recognized stand- 
ing. Some of us have discovered the truth 
of his statement, “That book is not in- 
tended for. kindergartners.” To produce 
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a volume that requires such a wide read- ; 
ing, such a depth of philosophical thought 
and such a scope of research, is a suffi- 
cient indication of a mind alert, keen, and 
vigorous to a degree that we expeet at 
the age of 50 rather than at 80 and be- 
yond, 

The length of ser- 
vice he rendered in 
spite of his lame, 
frail body is as- 
tounding. To have 
been a student in 
Ohio Wesleyan in 
Civil War days and 
then to have been 
an active partici- 
pant .in the remark- 
able changes in 
America during 1 
these last 70 years, 
and alive to the sig- 
nificance of them, 


o 
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The late Dr. A. S. 


Zerbe was indeed a rare “ 
privilege, Seventy : 
years of world history, of remarkable 


development in the U. 8., of the growth of 
our Reformed Church, of theological edu- 
cation, particularly in Ohio Synod,—to Al 
have had a part in these, and that not a fee 
small part, was the good fortune of our ; 
departed friend. ‘ 

The depth and breadth of his scholar- 
ship commanded respect wherever he went. 
Certainly there could be no universal — 
agreement when he dealt with groups fre- rw: i 
quently designated as “our friends the — 
enemy”, but there was a depth of insight 
and a breadth of knowledge as well as a 
systematizing of ideas, that arrested 
tention. Though there was frequent 
something of a polemic tendency, especia 
ly on controversial issues in theology and 
matters of Church administration, there 
was a straightforwardness and openn 
of expression of one’s conviction that | 
no room for a misunderstanding as s 
position. ‘ 

To labor 64 years in the active m 
istry and to remain active 7 more yeai 
in one’s private study, a total of 71 ye 
of service to the Church, is in itself 
rare achievement. When such a lon 
period is further distinguished by ov 
standing ability and faithfulness’ ‘to one’s” 
task, then we feel all the more the loss — 
of such a friend whose example was al 
inspiration and whose counsel bore t 
earmarks of ripe experience and matu 
judgment. Herbert H. Wernecke ~ 


A LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
(Continued from Page 18) 


back to his old charge and discuss the 
present minister and congregation, then 
there is something wrong at home. r 
if he is truly a real-honest-to-goodness : 
ister, be will be so busy with his — 
flock, he won’t have time to be goi 
around visiting and administering to_ 
other flock. If they send for him, 
something is wrong with the indivi 
who sent for him. The “hangover” 
ister should try to make that membe 
what a bad position it places him i 
let him know it is now the new m 
in whom he should confide and ma’ 
peace. The former minister can th 
proud of his work that he accom 
by bringing these people nearer thei 
minister. But instead of doing that, 
of these ministers are glad to crawl 
to the old charge for a funeral, a m 
a Communion, or whatever it n 
Can’t we do something to help the 
this? Perhaps when they get. 
religion in their hearts, they 
to” and try to help each other 
injuring their brother ministers, 

Having read the CM cssesgene 0 
years, I am hoping my good e1 
ministers of our Good Book, 


it from a Churchman who has 1 
through for years and finds that 
comes from it, but plenty of 


